Joint Statement

Investing in Sustainable Transport: Our clean, green transport
future

Rapid and Affordable Transport Alliance (RATA)
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The Rapid and Affordable Transport Alliance (RATA) recommends that Australia
rebalances the transport budget allocating two thirds of the money to public
transport and one third to roads. This is not an ambitious target; the time for
tinkering is over and given the urgency and size of the task, it will take this level
of change to move Australia towards a more sustainable future.
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Facts
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Commonwealth Government spending on roads is 12 times more than on

rail- ;2:<3 ;1= Auslink >0< #>9-;
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Road building is the most expensive option per passenger kilometre
travelled. ™" / - # 9?7 2 - -
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Road congestion costs the Australian economy more than $21b per year.
Road vehicle crashes cost us more than $18b every year , kill over 1600
Australians and seriously injure 30,000 more. *
Physical inactivity costs over $10b per year in direct health costs.* !
The Fringe Benefits Tax for car leasing arrangements cost $1490 million
in 2007-8 in subsidies and encourages driving.
Reduced car ownership would result in wealthier families through lower
transport costs. ? / 92@ I /
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Building more roads induces traffic growth and results in more carbon, !
air' , water! and noise'? pollution.
Australian bike ownership is among the highest in the world, but usage
remains very low by international standards due to inadequate
infrastructure. >

Urban sprawl increases the demand for travel.
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Roads and parking account for one third of urban land use. !
Petrol costs will rise and it is the disadvantaged who will pay the most.
# 4 - #
# # /# 1
- / -

Greenhouse gas emissions from road freight haulage are expected to
grow by more than 27 per cent in the next 10 years. 1!
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Australian Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas
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