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Problem 

If more motorways are the answer we have been asking the wrong question. Our car 

dependent cities create more congestion, result in poor health, kill more people and 

create avoidable pollution. Despite costly investment in motorways, travel times are 

increasingi and a real need exists to reduce our oil dependency. We currently import 

about half of our oil needs and Geoscience Australia predicts this will rise to 66 per 

cent within six years. ii Increasing demand for private motorised transport and 

forecast global decline of oil supplies will result in increasingly urgent problems. 

Building more roads is not the answer.   

 

Australia is at a critical crossroad: we face significant transport and social equity 

challenges due to rising levels of carbon pollution and depleting oil supplies. iii  This 

urgently requires the creation of a sustainable transport system in which public and 

active transport - walking and cycling - become real options for all Australians.  

 

The Australian Government must prioritise a major investment in public and active 

transport, to ensure our urban centres and suburbs are redesigned to support Transit 

Oriented Development – compact, walkable communities centred on high quality 

train and other public transport systems.  

 

Not only will this change provide far better value per dollar invested in the provision 

of transport services, it will help reduce other problems till now unrecognised as 

being able to be solved with the same solutions. The benefits are considerable; not 

only is less money needed to be spent per passenger kilometre travelled but money 

can be saved elsewhere. There will be better health and more wealth for individual 

Australians, greater access to jobs and services for all - not just those who drive, 

fewer road accidents and lower hospital costs, less congested roads and enhanced 

business activity, more money available for other tasks, less greenhouse gas 

emissions, lower air pollution, less noise and water pollution, a better sense of 

community, less social isolation for those trapped in remote suburbs far from public 

transport infrastructure, reduction in our oil vulnerability and more space available 

for recreation, agriculture close to cities and habitat for our wildlife.  



 

Vision 

Our cities could be transformed into clean, efficient, more liveable places with fast, 

reliable and convenient public transport and healthier people. 

 

Recommendations 

We need to invest in better public and active transport infrastructure and ensure our 

urban centres and suburbs are redesigned to support Transit Oriented Development 

– compact communities, with a concentration of jobs and services easily reached by 

walking and cycling, integrated with high quality public transport links. 

 

The Rapid and Affordable Transport Alliance (RATA) recommends that Australia 

rebalances the transport budget allocating two thirds of the money to public 

transport and one third to roads. This is not an ambitious target; the time for 

tinkering is over and given the urgency and size of the task, it will take this level 

of change to move Australia towards a more sustainable future.  

 

Within the next three years - we can upgrade existing infrastructure 

• Increase dedicated bus lanes on multi-lane roads and invest in bus rapid 

transit systems  

• Introduce low cost measures to increase patronage on existing public 

transport including improving and extending existing network capacity  

• Make cycling part of the system –provide safe, dedicated cycle paths and 

separated on-road bicycle lanes and ensure there is cycle parking at both ends 

of a trip including end-of-trip facilities at major destinations where riders can 

store their bikes and shower on their way to work; and cycle park’n’ride at 

train stations 

• Integrate well planned feeder services with the rail network – including 

coordinated bus and tram/light rail routes and timetables, as well as bicycle 

routes servicing (to/from) train stations and mini-bus services  

• Introduce bike hire systems in our major cities to encourage sustainable, 

healthy transport solutions for short trips.  

 

Within the next 10 years - we need to start investing now to achieve better cities  

• Extend rail systems – help make rail an option for rapidly developing parts of 

Australian cities that currently do not have easy access to the rail network   

• Fund high quality public transport links for high visitation venues such as 

sporting facilities and universities 

• Provide funding to local government to develop plans for sustainable 

transport and Transit Oriented Development and to invest in walking and 

cycling infrastructure 

• Create walkable streets - ensure urban environments are designed and 

consolidated to provide street networks with direct, safe and convenient 

pedestrian access to local destinations, including public transport. 

 

 

 



Facts  

1. Commonwealth Government spending on roads is 12 times more than on 

rail. From 2004 - 2009 Auslink has allocated $14b to roads but only $1.2b to 

rail – over a tenfold difference in spending allocations. iv 

2. Road building is the most expensive option per passenger kilometre 

travelled. Dual carriageways cost about 1½ to 6 times more than two track 

railways per passenger kilometre travelled. v 

3. Road congestion costs the Australian economy more than $21b per year. vi 

4. Road vehicle crashes cost us more than $18b every yearvii, kill over 1600 

Australiansviii and seriously injure 30,000 more. ix 

5. Physical inactivity costs over $10b per year in direct health costs. x,xi 

6. The Fringe Benefits Tax for car leasing arrangements cost $1490 million 

in 2007-8 in subsidies and encourages driving. 

7. Reduced car ownership would result in wealthier families through lower 

transport costs. xii  Families spend on average 16% of their weekly budget 

on transportxiii and this will rise as the price of oil goes up. xiv,xv 

8. Building more roads induces traffic growth and results in more carbon, xvi 

airxvii, waterxviiiand noisexix pollution.  

9. Australian bike ownership is among the highest in the world, but usage 

remains very low by international standards due to inadequate 

infrastructure. xx 

10. Urban sprawl increases the demand for travel. There needs to be a 

redesign of our urban centres using Transit Oriented Development to 

reduce travel demand. xxi 

11. Roads and parking account for one third of urban land use. xxii  

12. Petrol costs will rise and it is the disadvantaged who will pay the most. xxiii 

They often live in areas distant from jobs and services which are poorly 

serviced by public transport and rely more on increasingly expensive 

private motorised transport than wealthier people living closer to town 

centres. 

13. Greenhouse gas emissions from road freight haulage are expected to 

grow by more than 27 per cent in the next 10 years. xxiv   
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