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Dear Maab and the City of Sydney Cycleways team,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the concept design for the Surry Hills to Central Quietway.

Bicycle NSW is very supportive of the plans to transform Cooper Street and Arthur Street to create a safe space for
bike riding and complete an important link in the bike network between Eizabeth Street and South Dowling Street,
through the Cooper Street Reserve and Crown Street.

There will be a mixture of separated contraflow bicycle paths and mixed traffic riding. Traffic calming interventions such as
garden beds will reduce speed of vehicles and discourage rat running. Footpath extensions will make it much easier for both
bike riders and walkers to cross key streets. The streets will be greener, quieter and safer for all road users.

As explained in our recent article Making Local Streets Safe for Bikes, ‘Quietway’ treatments are now officially endorsed by
Transport for NSW for streets with low traffic volumes. Design guidance is included in the 2021 Cycleway Design Toolbox. The
aim is to allow people on bicycles to feel safe sharing the road with people driving. 
https://bicyclensw.org.au/making-local-streets-safe-for-bikes/ 

We note that a handful of parking spaces will be reallocated to make space for kerb extensions and landscaping.  Bicycle
NSW strongly supports City of Sydney's efforts to apply the Road User Space Allocation Policy and prioritise people
walking, cycling and using public transport over car parking.  The use of public land to provide highly subsidised storage for
private property is not the best use of valuable land in dense urban areas.
 
Recommendations

Apply a 30km/h speed limit to Cooper St, Arthur St, and adjacent minor residential roads.

The Cycleway Design Toolbox states that Quietways should have a speed limit of 30km/h. Although it is clear that the design
speed of the Surry Hills to Central Quietway will be under 30km/h, with slow points, raised intersections and other traffic
calming interventions, there are currently no plans to signpost a 30km/h speed limit. 
Speed limits are easier to change since the NSW Government published a new Speed Zoning Standard with official guidelines
for 30km/h speed zones. We urge Transport for NSW to help the City of Sydney lower speed limits on residential streets,
particularly where they form part of the bike network.

Quickly progress plans to continue the cycleway to Chalmers St and Campbell St

The proposed Quietway terminates on a shared section of footpath on Elizabeth Street and it is difficult to continue riding
towards the major cycleway that runs along Chalmers St between Prince Alfred Park and Central Station. Crossing the
complex intersection of Randle and Elizabeth requires dismounting and navigating slip roads. There are no marked shared
paths, and on-road riding is not possible in all directions due to the one-way systems. The situation is particularly for less
experienced or less able riders.

We recognise that the City of Sydney is developing a solution. Ideally this will involve:

- reorganising the intersection to remove the slip lanes and provide a cycle crossing,
- a bi-directional separated bicycle path on Randle Street, occupying a reallocated vehicle lane
- a bi-directional separated bicycle path on Elizabeth Street between Devonshire and Campbell. Again it is essential to
reallocate a vehicle lane. This will provide a direct and comfortable alternative to the current route past the light rail stop and
through Belmore Park, which involves sharing constrained spaces with pedestrians. Numbers of bike riders continue to grow
and conflict will increase once the metro opens.

We look forward to working with the City of Sydney to progress the detailed design of the Quietway and other key elements of
the cycling network in this area.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help in any way. If requested, we would be
delighted to advocate to Transport for NSW to ensure that the very best outcomes for bike riders are achieved.

Many thanks and kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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