bicycle
Josh Murray NSW
Secretary
Transport for NSW
231 Elizabeth Street
SYDNEY NSW 200

18t September 2024
Email: secretary@transport.nsw.gov.au

Shellharbour Hospital active transport connections

Dear Josh,

| am writing to express my concern that NSW Government is neglecting an important opportunity to provide
optimal access by foot and bicycle to the new Shellharbour Hospital.

Bicycle strongly supports the concept of a shared path along the railway corridor linking Shellharbour
Junction Railway Station with the inactive Dunmore Railway Station.

This 1.7km path would be safe, attractive, direct and level. It would attract users on bicycle and on foot —
including people with mobility aids. An access point to the hospital site is planned at its northwestern corner,
750m from Shellharbour Junction Railway Station. As shown in Figure 1, the path would link into the broader
active transport network, and become an integral component of the lllawarra’s burgeoning bicycle tourism
infrastructure.

The new Shellharbour Hospital has a Green Travel Plan, prepared under the terms of the Planning
Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements, that aims to reduce private car use and increase
access to public transport. Section 5.3 Potential Future Infrastructure highlights the importance of a path
along the railway corridor. It would decrease the walking and cycling distance between the train station and
the hospital, and make active and public transport a more viable mode of travel for hospital staff and visitors.

Unfortunately, the opportunity offered by this path is being ignored.

The alternative route to the hospital from the station uses existing paths on Piper Drive and Dunmore Road
(Figure 2). This is steep, indirect, crosses multiple driveways and involves three crossings of a busy 70km/h
road, only one of which is currently signalised. The total distance is 1.6km, way beyond the 800m considered
reasonable to access a train station. It is unlikely that staff or visitors will consider a car-free trip if this is the
only walking route from the station.

The local advocates have not had much success getting the railway corridor option on the agenda.

lllawarra Bicycle User Group, Kiama BUG and the Members for Kiama and Shellharbour wrote to the Hon.
Ryan Park MP, Minister for Health, in April 2024. They received a reply from the Parliamentary Secretary for
Health, Michael Holland. Mr Holland confirmed the NSW Government’s stance that the path of the east side
of Dunmore Road provides sufficient connectivity for pedestrians. A single new bus stop will adequately
augment the public transport offer.

The Minister for Transport also responded to Minister Park’s letter on 18" April. She had better news. TINSW
is apparently working with NSW Health and Sydney Trains to investigates the path. A multi-stakeholder
cross-departmental working group had been established and more information was promised in due course.
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However, we have had no further information, and it is not known if any local representatives were included
on the working group.

Meanwhile the project barrels ahead and the chance to incorporate the railway corridor path may be lost.

I’'m sure you will agree that new developments should always improve active transport connections. This is
known as positive provisioning. As you know, Transport for NSW is already expected to work under the
Providing for Walking and Cycling in Transport Projects Policy.

In the context of the new hospital, it is imperative to prioritize the health and well-being of the community.
Numerous studies underscore the substantial cost benefits to the healthcare system associated with
investing in active transport infrastructure, with some reports indicating ratios as favorable as 10:1.

This is a golden opportunity for NSW Labor to demonstrate its commitment to active transport in the
lllawarra.

Bicycle NSW recognises that ministerial commitment to this link is needed to change the trajectory
of the project. Can you help bring it to the attention of the relevant minister?

I look forward to hearing from you,
Yours sincerely,

/? ”/"Zw

Peter McLean

Chief Executive Officer

Bicycle NSW

cc. The Hon. Jo Haylen Minister for Transport via website
The Hon. John Graham Minister for Roads via website
The Hon. Ryan Park Minister for Health via website
Anna Watson MP Member for Shellharbour shellharbour@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Gareth Ward MP Member for Kiama kiama@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Anna Bradley Executive Director, Cities and Active Transport, TINSW anna.bradley@transport.nsw.gov.au
Cassandra Ffrench Regional Director South, Transport for NSW cassandra.ffrench@transport.nsw.gov.au
Chris Homer Mayor, Shellharbour City Council chris.homer@shellharbour.nsw.gov.au

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for over forty-eight years, and has more than 30
affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support
improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon
form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.
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Figure 1:

The existing shared paths in the area according to
the TENSW Cycleway Finder.

The gaps to the east of the hospital site have been
partly filled in. However, the new paths are not
recognised as shared paths on the Cycleway Finder
map.

(Image: TINSW / Bicycle NSW)

Figure 2:

The proposed walking and cycling route in blue
involves 3 crossings of a 70km/h road, steep hills
and a total distance of 1.6km.

The suggested route along the railway corridor is
direct, level and only 750m from the hospital to
Shellharbour Junction Railway Station.

(Image: Google Maps / Bicycle NSW)



