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Josh Murray NSW
Secretary
Transport for NSW
231 Elizabeth Street
SYDNEY NSW 200

18t September 2024
Email: secretary@transport.nsw.gov.au

Pyrmont Bridge Road

Dear Josh,

| am writing to express my deep concern that planning for Pyrmont Bridge Road continues to be completely
misaligned with a raft of NSW Government and City of Sydney plans, policies and strategies.

In particular, the prospect of a separated cycleway along this key corridor is slipping away.

Pyrmont Bridge Road has been on City of Sydney's bike network plan for many years. It is the obvious and
direct link from Bridge Road to Pyrmont Bridge, and it is popular with confident cyclists. However, there is no
bike infrastructure, and it does not feel safe for the majority of current and potential bike riders.

The corridor is fed by just two vehicle lanes on Bridge Road and finishes as a two-lane road the eastern end.
Despite these constraints, the road swells to 6 lanes in places with no clear benefit to traffic flow. There is
plenty of space to introduce dedicated bike infrastructure.

The pedestrian space is also woefully inadequate in many sections. The Metro and the new Sydney Fish
Market will soon bring an explosion of pedestrian activity. It is beyond time for an overhaul of the public
domain.

Bicycle NSW was therefore extremely disappointed to learn that the Pyrmont-Ultimo Transport Plan (PUTP)
was adopted in May 2024 without including a cycleway on Pyrmont Bridge Road.

There is no separated cycleway in front of the Fish Market either. Just a shared path (Initiative S5) which is
not appropriate for a major regional link. There is an initiative to review the operation of the shared path after
the Fish Market opens (S12). Why not now?

Reallocating one lane to improve the pedestrian realm near the Pyrmont Metro (M1) station will be
‘investigated’ in the ‘medium- to long-term’. It should not take 10 years in investigate the obvious!

The absence of long-awaited projects to support active transport and placemaking and the lack of
commitment to funding and delivering the PUTP’s initiatives were highlighted in Bicycle NSW’s 2023
submission. Our article Motorway Mangles Pyrmont provides a short overview of our advocacy in the area.

Pyrmont and Ultimo have been subject to intense, multi-agency planning processes over several years. The
2020 Pyrmont Peninsula Place Strategy (PPPS) and the Pyrmont Peninsula Place-Based Transport
Strategy, developed by Department of Planning in close collaboration with the City of Sydney, were great
examples of planning for a better Sydney. The spotlight was strictly on place outcomes. But Transport for
NSW relaunched the transport planning for the peninsula with an unspoken but palpable focus on the level of
service for the tangle of motorways. The PUTP supports the expansion of the road network capacity to
absorb the impact of induced demand caused by Westconnex.
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And this sits at the heart of the problem with transport planning for Pyrmont and Ultimo. All attempts to
improve place and make active and public transport safer and more attractive are countered by continuing
NSW Government efforts to provide more space for vehicle traffic in Pyrmont to meet the predicted demand
of an entrenched motorway traffic model.

The Strategic Cycleway Corridors (SCC) program brought renewed hope that a high-quality separated
cycleway from Bridge Road to Pyrmont Bridge would be put back on the agenda.

Bicycle NSW and City of Sydney expected the SCC team to instigate the transformation of Pyrmont Bridge
Road, as this is the most direct and level route for the Pyrmont to Camperdown connection.

However, Stage 3B: Route Options Assessment, presented to Bicycle NSW and Inner West Bicycle Coalition
at a briefing in August, epitomises the lack of intent to deliver better movement and place outcomes for
Pyrmont Bridge Road.

The multi-criteria assessment (MCA) for the Pyrmont to Camperdown connection (Figure 1, hidden due to
confidentiality agreement) reveals a complete failure to challenge the high-speed, high-traffic environment on
Pyrmont Bridge Road.

Following the flawed analysis, the preferred route for this connection now involves a detour through
Blackwattle Bay - a precinct that will be a construction site for decades.

There are two obvious moves that would allow the strategic cycleway corridor to follow the desire line of
Pyrmont Bridge Road: reducing the vehicle lanes and lowering the speed limit.

It is important to note that the groundbreaking Road User Space Allocation Policy has been updated
following a review. The new version provides Transport for NSW with a stronger mandate to find a better
balance between movement and place, with priority given to people walking, cycling and using public
transport. Transport for NSW must adhere to these principles ahead of any guidance that seeks to protect or
maintain private vehicle level of service

Road user space decisions must be documented, providing evidence and reasons, and the outcomes
assessed against strategic intent. Projects must aim for an overall reduction of the mode share of private
motor vehicle trips within built-up areas.

Compliance with this Policy and related procedures is mandatory, and projects may be subject to an audit
and monitoring process.

| kindly request that you:

1. Send me Transport for NSW’s evidence that the Road User Space Allocation Policy is being corrected
applied when planning for the future of Pyrmont Bridge Road. It is essential that the major land use and
transport changes underway in the area will deliver the best possible outcomes for walking, cycling,
safety and amenity between Bridge Road and Pyrmont Bridge.

2. Reuvisit the decision to create a shared path on the section of Bridge Road that fronts the new Fish
Market. Transport for NSW’s own Cycleway Design Toolbox clearly states that shared paths are not
suitable for areas with high levels of pedestrian activity. Transport has refused to fund council projects
that include shared paths in busy locations. It doesn’t make sense to apply different rules here, noting that
the two-lane Bridge Road through Glebe expands to four lanes at the Fish Market. There is space for a
separated cycleway.
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Thank you in advance for your assistance.
Yours sincerely,
Y
U Lecm

Peter McLean

Chief Executive Officer

Bicycle NSW
cc. The Hon. Jo Haylen Minister for Transport
The Hon. John Graham Minister for Roads
Clover Moore Lord Mayor, City of Sydney
Kobi Shetty MP Member for Balmain
Alex Greenwich MP Member for Sydney
Anna Bradley Executive Director, Cities and Active Transport, TINSW
Tim Selby Director Strategy, Planning and Integration, TINSW
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