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Dear Strathfield Council, 

 
Re: Homebush Movement and Place Connectivity and Streetscape Upgrade 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal for a network of connected pedestrian and 

cyclist pathways and road crossings from Powells Creek to Strathfield town centre and Aireys Park. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for over forty-eight years, and has more 

than 35 affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle 

riders’, and we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, 

congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the 

correct infrastructure design. 

 

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the draft proposals for the Homebush Movement and Place 

Connectivity and Streetscape Upgrade (Homebush MaP). 

 

The project delivers 3.2km of important missing links in the local and regional active transport network. It will 

be a game-changer for local and regional accessibility.  Bike riders using the Bay-to-Bay route will 

greatly appreciate the upgrades which will connect some existing but disjointed active transport 

infrastructure. 

 

However, the main beneficiaries of this new infrastructure are local residents and children who will be able to 

use safe cycling paths for the first time to reach stations, schools and shops. Of course, this project is not 

just about bike riders. Streetscape upgrades such as raised crossings, wider footpaths and new trees will 

make walking through the area safer and much more pleasant.  

 

Strathfield Council is proposing a significant stretch of high-quality, best-practice separated cycleway.  

This is a first for the LGA and we commend the ambition of Council to provide superior infrastructure for its 

community. 

 

The Crecent is currently very difficult and unpleasant for people cycling and walking. Side street crossings 

are unprotected, vehicle speeds are too high and very few students at Homebush Public School cycle to 

school. Change is desperately needed. 

 

The separated cycleway on The Crescent will involve some loss of unrestricted street parking. We are 

impressed by Council’s approach to analysing parking demand. With clear data showing how many spaces 

are used at peak times, the community is more likely to support the removal of some spaces to allow the 

installation of best-practice active transport infrastructure. The designs are careful to minimise parking loss in 

areas with higher demand, such as around the station and shops 

 

This submission highlights the strategic importance of the proposals, and makes some recommendations to 

inform the detailed design and delivery of the project: 
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• Separate bike riders and pedestrians as much as possible  

• Avoid defaulting to shared paths 

• Apply lower speed limits across the project corridor 

 
Bicycle NSW works closely with Bicycle User Group CAMWEST. We align with CAMWEST’s submission 

which draws on local knowledge and expertise to make detailed comments on elements of the proposal.  

 
Strategic significance of the Homebush MaP 
 

The Homebush Transport Orientated Development (TOD) will bring many more residents to the area in the 

near future. Bicycle NSW commends Strathfield Council for its ambition to lead the huge change coming to 

Homebush with new active transport infrastructure. Sustainable transport options need to be in place before 

new residents move in and develop travel habits. The only way that a large population increase can be 

accommodated without gridlock is to provide viable and attractive alternatives to car use, and to facilitate 

access to existing stations and the new Metro on foot and by bike.    

 

The NSW Government’s Strategic Cycleway Corridor (SCC) program clearly identifies a route along the rail 

corridor as an important connection (Figure 1) 

 

     
 

Figure 1:  The Strategic Cycleway Corridors network map (left) for the Central River City was published in early 2023. A key corridor stretches 

between Burwood and Homebush West via Strathfield and Homebush. Further work to locate the corridors and analyse gaps recognized 

Strathfield-Homebush as a ‘strategic priority connection’ on the Parramatta to Strathfield corridor (right) (Source: Transport for NSW) 

 
The SSC program continues to be refined and in 2024 the Ashfield-Burwood-Strathfield-Homebush corridor 

was identified as a ‘priority connection’. The construction of a safe, all ages and abilities cycleway between 

Strathfield and Homebush is therefore a very high priority for NSW Government. 

 
Recommendations for the developing the plans 

We recognise that the plans are at the 50% stage. The details are still evolving. We thank CAMWEST for its 

suggestions for improving the location and design of several crossings, kerb ramps and refuges.  It is hoped 

that the final design will reflect these ideas. 

 

https://camwest.org.au/docs/CAMWEST-Draft-Homebush-MaP-Feedback.pdf
https://bicyclensw.org.au/strategic-cycleway-corridors-explained/
https://camwest.org.au/docs/CAMWEST-Draft-Homebush-MaP-Feedback.pdf
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Like CAMWEST, we are concerned about the many road crossings shown on the current plans. We are 

happy to support Council’s approach to delivering the safest route possible in the short term. However, 

please ensure that pedestrians are not required to make uncomfortable detours to reach the designated 

crossing points. They will follow desire lines and take risks. At a minimum, the roundabouts on The Crescent 

and Loftus Ave should have crossing facilities on all legs – ideally a raising crossing. It is hoped that Council 

will soon develop and fund a major redesign of the intersections with both Bridge Road and Subway Ave. 

 

We also understand the Powell/Knight/Loftus section will have more shared path than is ideal. However, this 

is an interim solution until the Underwood Road-Subway Lane route can be delivered during the major 

reconstruction coming up under the TOD.  It is not perfect but at least some infrastructure will in place before 

the developers move in. These links will act as ribs to the Underwood spine in the future.  

 

Bicycle NSW wishes to make three key recommendations for Council as it works to deliver healthier, more 

accessible streets in Homebush and across Strathfield: 

 

• Minimise the sections of shared path  

 

We urge Councillors to support safe active transport facilities over the storage of private cars, and not default 

to a shared path option under pressure from residents to retain parking spaces. 

 

There are many reasons why a shared path is not appropriate for important sections of the cycling network. 

These include conflict between people walking and cycling, which will get worse as population and active 

travel increase; the loss of verges, vegetation and mature trees; the uncomfortable pinch points caused by 

bus stops, power poles and retained trees; and constant interruptions when crossing side streets where 

vehicles effectively have priority.  

 

Importantly, no attempt is made to change the dial on car use when bicycles are squeezed into pedestrian 

spaces.  By leaving the road between the kerbs as the unchallenged domain of private cars, with wide 

vehicle lanes and ample parking, car travel is encouraged, unsafe speeds are common and the modal shift 

needed to meet climate, health and liveability imperatives may not occur.  

 

• Deliver best-practice separated bicycle paths for as much of the alignment as possible 

 

A separated bi-directional bicycle path will have many benefits over a shared path: 
 

­ People riding bikes are separated from pedestrians and vehicles, reducing conflict. 

­ Street trees and green verges are not impacted. 

­ Vehicle lanes will be narrower, forcing drivers to slow down and take care. 

­ No additional asphalt is required, reducing issues with urban heat and stormwater. 

­ Sufficient space is created to enable a significant modal shift to active transport. 

­ New landscaping and important pedestrian safety features such as kerb extensions can be incorporated 

into the buffers and the parking lanes. 

­ The cycle paths can be prioritised over driveways and minor road intersections. 

­ Motorists exiting driveways have a better sightline to approaching cyclists, improving safety. 

 

The road-related environment is a public asset that must be shared equitably between all road users. Any 

inconvenience to car drivers created by reducing road space for driving and parking private vehicles will 

incentivise the mode-shift that Transport for NSW and Council seek. The narrower vehicle lanes and slight 

changes to lane alignment will help reduce vehicle speeds, improving safety and amenity. The Crescent will 

be greener, leafier, quieter and calmer. 
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According to the ‘cycling segmentation’ model, developed in Portland USA to identify the type and needs of 

existing and potential bike riders, separated bicycle paths will allow 70% of local residents to consider 

journeys by bike. The area has some steep inclines but e-bikes and other micromobility devices will ensure 

that active transport options are accessible to all residents. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: 

Four general categories of comfort  

levels for cycling as transportation. 

(Source: Transport for NSW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some parking spaces will be reallocated to create space for the cycleways. The reallocation of road space 

for active travel is supported by Transport for NSW’s Road User Space Allocation Policy. This critical 

policy, first published by Transport for NSW in early 2021, provides local and State governments with a 

powerful lever to prioritise road space for active transport.  

 

The Road User Space Allocation Policy has recently been updated with an even stronger mandate to find a 

better balance between movement and place when designing streets. People walking must be prioritised, 

followed by people riding bikes and other micromobility devices. Private vehicles should be considered last. 

The parking of private vehicles must no longer be the priority when allocating road space to different users.    

 

• Apply lower speed limits across the project area 

 

Lower vehicle speeds make a difference to road safety. There is no time to waste. We urge Strathfield 

Council to roll out a maximum 40 km/h speed limit across the Homebush MaP area. 

 

Our roads are becoming less safe every year. The road toll is rising. 1303 people were killed on Australian 

roads in the year to May 2024, an increase of 123 deaths (10.4%) over the previous year’s toll. NSW had the 

second highest increase, with 372 deaths recorded, a 32.9% increase on the 280 recorded the year before. 

That is on top of the hidden road toll of 11,000 each year due to toxic dust and vehicle emissions. 

 

Bicycle NSW refers Council to our 2023 submission to Inner West Council on its plans to implement an area-

wide 40km/h speed limit. This submission outlines the benefits for:  

 

Safety - Lower speeds provide road users with increased reaction time, significantly reducing the likelihood 

of crashes. Furthermore, in the unfortunate event of a collision, slower speeds can limit the severity of 

injuries, ultimately saving lives and reducing trauma. A pedestrian has a 60% chance of survival when hit at 

40km/h. This reduces to 10% at 50km/h. 

 

Mode shift - When streets are perceived as safe and comfortable for walking and cycling, more people opt 

for sustainable modes of travel. This shift reduces congestion and air pollution, benefitting both the 

environment and public health. 

 

Quality of life - Lower speeds and less driving reduce noise pollution. Slower traffic allows more children to 

walk and cycle safely to school, leading to long term health and psychological benefits. Businesses benefit 

from increased foot traffic, as more people choose walking, cycling, and other sustainable modes of 

https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2022/Four%20Types%20of%20Cyclists%20updated%202009.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2024/road-user-space-allocation-policy_july-2024.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/oct/29/australias-road-toll-increased-46-in-past-12-months-new-data-shows?fbclid=IwAR2Mq6koKRwDfnXzDMQ8eqMh4BnCbFb67X3uo6G7AbOvbsSkxQ633ryiRqM
https://www.bitre.gov.au/publications/ongoing/road_deaths_australia_monthly_bulletins
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/231103-Inner-West-@-40-Bicycle-NSW.pdf
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transportation over cars.  Reduced speeds allow vehicle lanes to be narrowed, providing opportunities for 

improvements in the public domain streetscape and ultimately community development. 

 

An area-wide 40km/h zone would be predictable and legible. Varying speed limits in a small area is difficult 

for all road users to navigate and creates unnecessary acceleration and deceleration. National and 

international experience is that 40km/h speed limits, comprehensively applied across larger areas, create a 

more uniform sense of awareness in drivers.  

 

Speed limit inconsistencies also contribute to the need for additional road signs and speed treatments, which 

chew through Council funds and create visually cluttered streetscapes. 

 

Once a new 40km/h baseline is established we recommend that Strathfield Council implements a 30km/h 

limit on residential streets and around the school and shopping village in line with international best practice. 

Research from across the globe shows that 90% of pedestrians survive a collision at 30km/h.  

 

The NSW speed limit guidelines have recently received a much-needed update. We now have official 

recommendations for 30km/h speed zones, and it is easier for councils to implement change. Another huge 

benefit of lower speed limits is that vehicle lanes can be narrowed, allowing more road space to be 

reallocated to wider footpaths and landscaping, improving amenity for residents and visitors. 

 

In addition to 30km/h speed limits, the residential streets adjacent to The Crescent would benefit from other 

‘Quietway’ treatments to calm and filter traffic, discourage rat running and ensure that riders of all ages can 

share the street. This is a low-cost way of creating a fine-grain network to link more front doors to the 

cycleway. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Bicycle NSW is very impressed with the ambition and scope of the Homebush MaP. The upgrades will 

transform walking and cycling in the area, despite the challenges of a limited budget, constrained road space 

and a car-centric community. We look forward to seeing more detailed designs - and the future extension of 

The Crescent cycleway to Homebush West! 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if and when we can help to progress this exciting project. We 

would be delighted to assist further with advocacy through our connections with politicians, Transport for 

NSW and neighbouring metropolitan councils. 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Sarah Bickford 

 

Active Transport Planner 

Bicycle NSW 

 

Peter McLean 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW 

 

 

 

https://theconversation.com/busted-5-myths-about-30km-h-speed-limits-in-australia-160547
https://standards.transport.nsw.gov.au/search-standard-specific/?id=TBA%20-%200004459:2022

