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The Spot streetscape upgrade - Bicycle NSW feedback

Sarah Bickford <sarah.bickford@bicyclensw.org.au> 11 February 2025 at 18:30

To: council@randwick.nsw.gov.au, jake.irvine@ransdwick.nsw.gov.au, Yvonne Poon <yvonne.bikeast@gmail.com>, Peter McLean
<peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>, jimmyhope@hotmail.com

Dear Randwick Council,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plans to improve the streetscape at The Spot.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for over forty-eight years, and has more than 35 affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our
mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides
a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the proposed upgrades. The widened footpaths, raised pedestrian crossings and additional space for outdoor dining
will revitalise the Spot and ensure that it can be the beating heart of Randwick far into the future.

LEGEND:

1. Reshape existing plaza to provide more
space for outdoor dining and social events.

2. Remove approximately 15 parking spaces
to extend the footpath for outdoor dining
and pedestrian access.

3. Remove approximately 5 parking spaces to
extend the footpath for outdoor dining and
pedestrian access.

4. Upgrade footpath with new street pavers,
more street trees, garden beds, seats, bins
and bike racks, as well as the new street
lights.

5. Extend the kerb and gutter to create large
ornamental garden bed under existing fig
tree.

6. Upgrade footpath with new street pavers,
reinstall Australian Film Walk of Fame
plagues and install flower planter boxes,
seats, bins, and bike racks.

7. Raised pedestrian crossing.

8. New kerb ramp with pedestrian line
marking.
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* Bicycle NSW supports the change to on-street parking. The removal of 20 car parking spaces is necessary to accommodate much wider
footpaths for people to walk, gather and socialise.

Reduced parking will also encourage more people to take public transport, or walk or cycle to The Spot. Focus on making The Spot
amazing, and people will find a way to get there that doesn't rely on parking in the precinct.

* Please make sure there are plenty of bike racks.
¢ Bicycle NSW urges Randwick Council to work with the NSW Government and reduce the speed limit in the area to 30km/h.

There is no cycling infrastructure through The Spot, and the upgrade does not include any new cycleways or shared paths. Despite this,
there is an important cycle route along St Pauls Street linking the Prince of Wales Hospital with South Coogee beach.

A 30 km/h speed limit facilitates on-road mixed traffic cycling. Most bike riders will feel comfortable sharing the road with vehicles and there
is much less likelihood of footpath cycling - very important in an area with very high pedestrian activity.

Lower speed limits will greatly improve amenity for people walking and sitting too, with less noise, pollution and road danger. Over short
trips, a 30km/h speed limit makes virtually no difference in travel time.

The importance of lower vehicle speeds cannot be overstated. Our roads are becoming less safe every year. The road toll is rising. Slowing

down traffic has a transformative effect on our communities. The change will significantly improve safety for everyone in the community,
particularly people walking and cycling, children going to school and other vulnerable road users outside a car.
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https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2025/jan/27/australia-road-toll-2024-1300-deaths-highest-in-more-than-a-decade
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The NSW speed limit guidelines have recently received a much-needed update. There are now official recommendations for 30km/h speed
zones and it is easier for councils to implement change.

30km/h speed limits make a difference to road safety. There is no time to waste.

« In addition, we request that contraflow cycling (westerly direction) be facilitated on St Pauls Street west of Perouse Road.
Contraflow cycling on one-way streets makes it easier for people riding to avoid busy roads and use quiet, low-traffic streets. City of Sydney
is signing 159 one-way streets to allow two-way bike traffic. A recent study has shown that contraflow cycling does not increase cyclist crash

or casualty rates and that all one-way streets should be evaluated to allow contraflow cycling to improve cycling network connectivity.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist any further with advocacy for this project. We look forward to enjoying the revitalised Spot
very soon.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner
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Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000
M: 0431 961 520 W: bicyclensw.org.au
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https://standards.transport.nsw.gov.au/search-standard-specific/?id=TBA%20-%200004459:2022
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S000145752200330X
http://bicyclensw.org.au/

