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Dear Parisa,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposals for Victoria Avenue and Edinburgh Road.

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that represents the interests of people who ride bikes. Bicycle
NSW has been promoting bicycle use, behaviour change and effective bicycle user environments since it was established in 1976.
Bicycle NSW has been responsible for many active transport infrastructure outcomes, supporting thousands of people of all ages to
safely utilise bicycles for transport and recreational purposes.

Bicycle NSW has several concerns. We have identified that the new crossings and refuges are located on key Willoughby bike routes.
Despite this:

¢ The proposals do not adequately consider the needs and safety of bike riders
¢ The existing and future bike routes are not clearly marked on the plans
¢ No consultation has occurred with bicycle user groups

The Victoria Avenue plans completely ignore the bike route. It is not mentioned on the drawings or in the descriptions.The project
misses an opportunity to help connect routes on Hercules Street and Havilah Street and fill a gap in the network (a gap that is clearly
shown on the extract below from the North Shore Bike Map). This could be achieved with a short section of shared path and a crossing
on Victoria Avenue; or with an on-road route supported by low speed limits, traffic calming and a holding area to help riders make the
right hand turns.
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=dc5be70161&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r6556946318827246143%7Cmsg-a:r74855554619738...  1/3


https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/ecm/willoughby-council-website/promotional-documents-brochures-flyers/promotional-documents-brochures-flyers/1-north_shore-bikemap_3.pdf
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The Edinburgh Road plan does show the bike facility but proposes to remove it! Bike riders will have to merge into the main traffic lane.
It is true that mixed traffic facilities are a Transport for NSW Cycleway Design Toolbox treatment - but a 30km/h speed limit is required in
combination with very low traffic volumes. There does not appear to be a plan to lower the posted speed limit, or install modal filters to
reduce the number of cars using Edinburgh Road.
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Before proceeding with the works, Bicycle NSW urges Willoughby City Council to:

» Consider the existing and future bike network and ensure that the crossings support and complement the bike routes - with the
inclusion of a bicycle crossing adjacent to the pedestrian crossing where appropriate.

« Consult closely with Bike North members, who have detailed and granular knowledge of Willoughby's bike infrastructure needs.
Local experts will help Council get the best possible outcomes from its investment in road safety intervention.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further help or advice from Bicycle NSW.
Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

blC},/VCSlS Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000
M: 0431 961 520 W: bicyclensw.org.au
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