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THE PEAK BODY FOR WALKING IN GREATER SYDNEY

Ms Kiersten Fishburn

Secretary

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure
Locked Bag 5022

Parramatta NSW 2142

231 May 2025
Via email: office.secretary@dpie.nsw.gov.au

Re: Opposition to the request to delay implementation of the South West Active Transport Link

Dear Secretary Fishburn,

We write on behalf of WalkSydney and Bicycle NSW to express our strong objection to any extension of time
sought by Sydney Metro for the delivery of the South West Active Travel Link (SWATL) between
Sydenham and Bankstown stations.

SWATL was a condition of consent (E53) under the Department of Planning’s approval for the Metro City &
Southwest project. The delivery of the active transport corridor was promised as an integral element of the

rail upgrade, explicitly recognising the importance of accessible, safe, and sustainable transport options for
the growing communities along this corridor. SWATL is an essential piece of infrastructure.

Sydney Metro has had more than a decade to plan, consult on, and integrate this project.

Advocacy groups have consistently called for transparency around the route and design of the SWATL.
Sydney Metro has repeatedly deflected feedback and refused to release meaningful design details to the
community. The community does not know what Sydney Metro plans to deliver. This is a deliberate strategy
to sideline the project.

Worse still, Sydney Metro maintains that a disconnected, unsafe, and substandard route is the best they can
deliver. This is not acceptable.

We recently raised our serious concerns about the progress of the project in a letter to the Minister for
Transport.

Transport for NSW and Sydney Metro have repeatedly walked back community place-based
conditions attached to major infrastructure projects. The walking and riding routes for the Westconnex
project languish unfinished, a pertinent and daily reminder to the community of NSW Government priorities.
Even simple bike connections to new Metro stations have not been built.

The pattern of deferral, delay, and de-prioritisation of walking and riding and public space commitments
undermines public trust and signals that these critical elements are seen as optional extras, rather than
integral to a successful, future-focused, resilient and sustainable transport network.

We need your leadership. For community-based organisations, holding a project of this scale and opacity
to account is an enormous challenge. Sydney Metro and Transport for NSW are vast, immovable institutions
that routinely disregard community voices and minimise the importance of active transport infrastructure.
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Why should the people of Southwest Sydney be expected to settle for the bare minimum — or, in this case,
even less than that?

It is unacceptable for Sydney Metro to argue that delivering this link is too hard, too complex, or too
inconvenient. Excuses such as these disregard the role of government and project proponents in upholding
planning approvals. They send a damaging message that promises made to communities can be quietly
shelved.

This project is not just about paths and crossings. It is about equity, sustainability, and delivering a public
benefit that was committed as part of the Metro transformation. Delaying the active transport link denies
residents the opportunity to safely walk and cycle to stations, schools, town centres, and services - while
Sydney Metro reaps the rewards of the broader project.

We urge you to:

e reject Sydney Metro’s request for an extension, and to require that the active travel link be delivered
on schedule, in full, to unlock safe and convenient active transport options for residents of all ages and
abilities.

e insist on a connected and continuous route that an 11-year-old can ride end-to-end. The design
must be aligned with Transport for NSW’s published design standards and policies - including the NSW
Cycleway Design Toolbox and the Road User Space Allocation Policy. Where SWATL sits outside the
rail corridor, it must not include dismount zones, mixed traffic cycling (unless the speed limit is 30km/h
or less), or road crossings using refuges.

Modern transport system must be accessible, multimodal, and anchored in the principles of livability and
public benefit. This is your opportunity to uphold that vision.

WalkSydney and Bicycle NSW would welcome the opportunity to discuss SWATL further and look forward to
your response.

Yours sincerely,

Tegan Mitchell Peter McLean

President Chief Executive Officer

WalkSydney Bicycle NSW

tegan.mitchell@walksydney.org peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au

cc: The Hon. John Graham, MLC Minister for Transport office@graham.minister.nsw.gov.au
Jo Haylen MP Member for Summer Hill summerhill@parliament.nsw.gov.au
The Hon. Sophie Cotsis, MP Member for Canterbury canterbury@parliament.nsw.gov.au
The Hon. Jihad Dib, MP Member for Bankstown bankstown@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Kathryn Crestani ED, Cities Integration, TINSW kathryn.crestani@transport.nsw.gov.au
Anna Bradley ED, Cities and Active Transport, TINSW anna.bradley@transport.nsw.gov.au
Josh Murray Secretary, TINSW secretary@transport.nsw.gov.au
Tim Selby AD, Strategy, Planning + Integration, TENSW tim.selby@transport.nsw.gov.au

WalkSydney is the peak body advocating for walking in the Greater Sydney Region. Our vision is for
walking to be the first choice for short trips around Sydney.

(02) 9704 0800 | info@bicyclensw.org.au | www.bicyclensw.org.au
Gadigal Country, Level 9, 66 Goulburn Street, Sydney NSW 2000

ABN 26 511 801 801


mailto:tegan.mitchell@walksydney.org
mailto:peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au
mailto:bankstown@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:tim.selby@transport.nsw.gov.au

3/3

WalkSydney has three key asks:

e 30 km/hr urban default speed
e streets that are safe and easy to cross
e pedestrian priority over cars

WalkSydney is a member of the Better Streets coalition, a collection of hundreds of community
organisations advocating for better, healthier and safer streets in Australia

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that represents the interests of people
who ride bikes. Bicycle NSW has been promoting bicycle use, behaviour change and effective bicycle user
environments since it was established in 1976. Since then, Bicycle NSW has been responsible for many active
transport infrastructure outcomes and supporting thousands of people of all ages to safely utilise bicycles for
transport and recreational purposes.
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