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Sarah Bickford <sarah.bickford@bicyclensw.org.au> 18 August 2025 at 15:19
To: SydneyCycleways <sydneycycleways@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au>, sydneyyoursay@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au, Peter McLean

<peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>

Dear City of Sydney,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the improvements to Belmont and Fountain streets, Alexandria.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for forty-nine years, and has more than 30 affiliated local Bicycle
User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities for
people walking and cycling. We advocate for new cycling routes to provide connections to jobs, schools and services for daily
transport and recreation trips. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient
and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports City of Sydney' plans for the raised bike and pedestrian crossing of Fountain Street and
the separated cycleway on Belmont Street, which will connect the Fountain St crossing to the shared path link to

Buckland Street.

This project will complete a key missing link in Sydney’s all-ages, all-abilities cycling network and make it much safer for children
and families walking to Alexandria Park Community School.

Belmont Street is a very popular and comfortable bike route. Modal filters and traffic calming have created a safe space to cycle.
Belmont Street is part of a key north-south route in the City of Sydney bike network.
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This extract from the 2025 update of the City of Sydney's Cycling Strategy Bike Network Map shows the project site on a key
north-south route. There are no good alternative options towards the CBD between Erskineville and Green Square.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=dc5be70161&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-488714214713738394%7Cmsg-a:r-49367166865875...
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https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/-/media/corporate/files/projects/proposed-works-maintenance/have-your-say-improvements-belmont-fountain-streets-alexandria/belmont-fountain-concept-design.pdf
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However, Fountain Street is a state road that carries heavy traffic. It has always been very difficult to cross Fountain Street to
reach Alexandria Park Community School and the safe paths towards Redfern. This has prevented school students and less
mobile members of the community from using this important active transport route.

Until recently, Transport for NSW has been very reluctant to introduce any crossings or signals. The plan for Fountain Street is

therefore a significant step forward for an organisation in the application of the NSW Movement and Place Framework to create
liveable, accessible cities where people, not cars, are prioritised.

Bicycle NSW congratulates Transport for NSW for working with the City of Sydney to develop a solution that puts
children first.

Recommendations to further enhance the proposals:

¢ The existing continuous footpath across the entrance to Belmont on the western side of Fountain needs to be marked as a
shared path, and if necessary widened, to allow bikes of all shapes and sizes to navigate safely and legally to the shared
user crossing. This area is shown in pink on the extract below. It is essential that no dismounting is required to cross
Fountain Street.
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¢ We note from the City of Sydney's Cycling Strategy Bike Network Map that there will be a local cycling connection east
along Fountain Street. It is not clear which side of the road this may be located on. It is important to consider the future
connection at this stage and adjust the kerb extensions, landscaped beds and shared paths as required to avoid the need
for expensive and disruptive reconstruction in the future.

¢ The plans do not indicate how people walking up the south side of Belmont can cross the road to the shared path link to
Buckland. Consider adjusting the configuration of the landscaping and the kerb ramps to the east of the cycleway crossing
(as shown with the blue line in the extract below) to assist with pedestrian movements at this location.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=dc5be70161&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-488714214713738394%7Cmsg-a:r-49367166865875...
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Without dimensioned plans and cross sections, it is not possible to assess the details of the project. The next two comments may
already be addressed!

* Reduce the width of the vehicle lanes on Fountains Streets to the minimum acceptable for a road that carries buses -
usually 3.2m. Unnecessarily wide traffic lanes invite motorists to drive at high speed. In addition to improving safety, a
lower design speed will reduce traffic noise exposure for nearby residents.

* Widen the Belmont Streets cycleway as much as possible. The NSW Cycleway Design Toolbox minimum of 2.4m may not
be adequate so close to a school where wide cargo bikes will be common.

Thanks again for progressing this important project to improve the City of Sydney's fast growing bike network. Bicycle NSW looks
forward to using the new crossing and cycleway very soon!

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

b‘C},’V%lS Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000
M: 0431 961 520 W: bicyclensw.org.au
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