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Dear Rachel,

I went to the consultation page on Wednesday evening to do a short, last-minute submission, only to find it has already closed. Sorry! 
I hope these comments will be considered.

There is very little detail in the high-level concept plan presented to the community. However, the plan raise a few concerns and questions:

1. Bicycle NSW is very concerned about the proposal for a shared path along a congested section of Philip Avenue. 

Although I don't know the final configuration of the entrance to the Aquatic Centre, I assume this area will be congested with people are
walking to access the leisure centre, drivers trying to park, and cars entering the car park.

We wrote a submission in Dec 2022 raising our concerns about the Phillip Ave shared path.  We supported a separated cycleway as the
road is wide and there is plenty of space. 
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/201222_-CBC_Phillip-Ave-shared-user-path-1.pdf 

Shared paths have many issues but it is important to flag tree loss. The 2022 plan showed several trees being removed. As
temperatures rise in western Sydney, it is increasingly important to preserve street trees. CBCC's Urban Tree Canopy Master
Plan specifically discusses Tasker Park at p43 - it currently has 5.6% canopy cover and to achieve 40% cover it requires an estimated 288
new trees.

2. It is very exciting that Canterbury Bankstown is planning a new bridge over the Cooks River. 

However, there is no indication that the path along the rail line will link up with the bridge. This path is currently closed but Bicycle NSW
assumed it would be reopened when construction is complete. After all, it is part of the final East West Pedestrian Cycling Link (EWPLC)
that will be delivered by Sydney Metro between Sydenham and Bankstown. Note that we are hoping to get a clear update on progress
with the EWPLC design work next week - this concept plan is from about 18 months ago.

9/22/25, 10:49 AM Bicycle NSW Mail - Tasker Park Precinct Upgrades

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=dc5be70161&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r4893025498797799132%7Cmsg-a:r-7774069016277… 1/3

https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/201222_-CBC_Phillip-Ave-shared-user-path-1.pdf
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/201222_-CBC_Phillip-Ave-shared-user-path-1.pdf
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/201222_-CBC_Phillip-Ave-shared-user-path-1.pdf
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/201222_-CBC_Phillip-Ave-shared-user-path-1.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-cbnks-haveyoursay-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/4016/4395/2860/Urban_Tree_Canopy_Master_Plan_-_Final_Draft.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-cbnks-haveyoursay-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/4016/4395/2860/Urban_Tree_Canopy_Master_Plan_-_Final_Draft.pdf


Then I found this: https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/recreation/leisure-and-aquatic-centre/canterbury-leisure-aquatic-centre#internal3
This states that the lane will not reopen, and all pedestrian and cyclist traffic to the Cooks will be directed down Phillip Avenue.

This seems crazy!

But it also means that the regional, high volume cycling route will use Wairoa Lane and Phillips Ave. Improvements to Wairoa Lane, and
safe crossings of Wairoa St and South Parade will be essential. The approximate locations of the crossings are shown with the orange
circles on the plan below.

Can you forward more details about what CBCC is planning for walking and cycling in the area? This page looked like a good place to find
a plan but the link is broken. https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/leisure-aquatics-draft-strategic-plan/canterbury-leisure-and-aquatic-
centre-concept-plan

There are clearly a lot of moving parts in the area around this project. Bicycle NSW requests to be involved with ongoing design
discussions to help ensure that the very best outcomes are achieved for active transport from the current infrastructure developments.

Many thanks and kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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