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To: participate@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au, transportplanning@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au
Cc: Peter McLean <peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>
Bcc: "Advocacy Officer, Bike North" <advocacy@bikenorth.org.au>, Rob Kemp <robkemp@tpg.com.au>

Dear Parramatta Council.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Western River Precinct Connections project.
Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for forty-nine years, and has more than 30 affiliated local Bicycle User

Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities for people walking
and cycling. We advocate for new cycling routes to provide connections to jobs, schools and services for daily transport and recreation

trips. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the

correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports City of Parramatta's exciting plans for a new active transport bridge over the Parramatta River,
improved pathways and connections and a new boardwalk on the southern side of the river.

We have a few comments and suggestions to make at this early concept stage:
¢ Connections to the future Marsden Street cycleway

Bicycle NSW was very pleased to learn that Marsden Street is again slated for the main north-south route through Parramatta CBD.

We assume that all bike riders using the future separated bicycle path on Marsden Street will be diverted onto the new walking and cycling

bridge as the Marsden Street bridge is too narrow to provide off-road space for cycling.

We are keen to see more detail on how the bicycle paths will connect to the new bridge at the locations circled in orange on the plan.
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* Bollards

The concept designs presented in the consultation materials do not indicate what terminal treatments might be used.

The Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Paths for Walking and Cycling does not recommend bollards as to prevent vehicle access
to cycleways, or to manage cycling speeds. Bollards discriminate against those with diverse mobility requirements, for example those in
wheelchairs, walking with trailers and prams and those with larger bicycles, cargo bicycles carrying children, e-bikes and tricycles. Their
use often breaches the Disability Discrimination Act (1992). Bollards present a hazard to cyclists, particularly in the dark. Bicycle NSW
Members are frequently hurt by bollards. And there are much safer and cheaper ways to slow bike riders.

Bicycle NSW and our bicycle user group colleagues are working with Transport for NSW to update the standards and guidelines that

inform the use of bollards on cycling infrastructure. The changes would ensure that bollards are no longer used by default. If a terminal
treatment is being considered, a proper risk comparison would be required to ensure the risk to the user is not greater than the risk to

the asset. Weight should be given to avoiding personal injury over the cost of repair.

Bicycle NSW urges City of Parramatta to avoid installing bollards on the bridge and pathways.
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For instance, try to limit access restrictions to the entrance point from a road. This will prevent a vehicle from driving to the start of the
bridge and may render additional bollards or similar structures unnecessary, reducing the risk of injury to bridge users.

This diagram from Austroads is an example of a safer treatment where intervention is deemed to be required. A landscaped median
separates path users travelling in different directions, with fencing at the edge of the paths to prevent vehicles circumventing the

restriction.
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¢ Lighting

It is important to provide good lighting so that all users, of all ages, will feel safe using the active transport infrastructure after dark. We are
encouraged to see that lighting is shown on some of the visualisations and look forward to learning more about the plans for lighting.
Bicycle NSW works closely with Bicycle User Group CAMWEST and we align with its feedback for the project team.

Thank you for progressing this important project to improve access to the river foreshore and the developing bike network for Parramatta's
fast-growing population. Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can help progress the project in any way.

We look forward to using the new bridge and pathways very soon!
May kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

blc}l’vc;lme/ Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000
M: 0431 961 520 W: bicyclensw.org.au
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https://camwest.org.au/docs/CAMWEST-Western-River-Precinct-Connections-Feedback.pdf
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