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Dear City of Sydney,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on planned upgrades to the improvements to Victoria Street, Darlinghurst.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for nearly 50 years, and has more than 30 affiliated local BicycleUser
Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities for people walking
and cycling. We advocate for new cycling routes to provide connections to jobs, schools and services for daily transport and recreation
trips. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the
correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports City of Sydney's work to improve Victoria Street, Darlinghurst with wider footpaths, new trees,
more outdoor dining, quality street furniture, a separated cycleway and better crossings.

We thank Transport for NSW and City of Sydney for collaborating to reduce the general traffic lanes from 2 to 1 to create space for the
cycleway.

Victoria Street is designated as a future local route on the strategic bicycle network, and the inclusion of the cycleway in this project is
a fantastic step forward in the creation of a safe and connected, all-ages and abilities, bike network in the City.

Of course, there are other benefits of reducing reallocating space from vehicles to people walking, riding and sitting. There will be less
noise and less pollution. The road will be easier to cross. It will be more inviting and safer to walk and cycle there. The changes are a win
for livability, vibrancy and business vitality.

Bicycle NSW recognises that the plans are currently at the concept stage and we would like to make some suggestions that would make
Victoria Street even better:

Try and remove some of the turning lanes at the intersections to further increase the footpath space in front of key
businesses and reduce the crossing distances. 

With only one lane for general traffic, it is hard to believe that 3 lanes are needed at the approach to Liverpool and Burton streets, or that
generous merging space is needed for vehicles entering Victoria Street. Bicycle NSW urges the designers to model the desired traffic flow
and reconsider all this vehicle space near the intersections.

Tightening the intersections would also allow the bicycle path to continue at both ends of the street instead of merging into a shared path.
These shared path sections are not ideal. There will be conflict with people walking and using the buses, and awkward manoeuvres will be
needed to enter and leave the separated bicycle path - always unpopular with people using large cargo bikes or transporting children.
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Some high-level ideas for each intersection:

Burton Street
- Extend the kerbs on the northwest corner to provide more space in front of the popular Darlo Deli cafe for seating, landscaping and bike
parking.
- Continue the bike path so bike riders heading south can merge into the traffic lanes. Some maneuvers will still require using the shared
path and the pedestrian crossings until the future cycleways on Burton and Victoria St south can be constructed. Alternatively, hook
turn boxes could be provided on the road to help facilitate safe movements in the interim.
- Add a scramble phase to the traffic signals. This will allow pedestrians to cross diagonally on the desire line between the hospital and the
cafe rather than using two long crossings to navigate this rhomboid intersection
- Consider installing a Raised Safety Platform across the entire intersection.

Liverpool Street
- Extend the kerbs on the northwest corner to provide more space on both Liverpool and Victoria streets for seating, landscaping and bike
parking. 
- Consider extending the widened footpath on Liverpool as far west as Hayden Lane to connect this urban oasis with the vibrant night time
economy on Victoria Street and revitalise this short section of Liverpool Street.

Craigend Avenue
- Move the bus stop to the plaza over the tunnel. It will be closer to the supermarkets. An in-line stop would prioritise bus movements. 
- Continue the cycleway to allow bike riders to continue towards Kings Cross instead of making awkward manoeuvres via a shared path.
- The area shown as a shared path can be reallocated to outdoor dining.
- This would ideally be part of a broader project to revitalize the plaza area with reduced traffic lanes, shade, landscaping and seating to
create a gateway to Kings Cross.
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Introduce plentiful on-street bike parking bays for both private and shared bikes, and some places for food delivery
workers to park and rest.

Reduce the speed limit from 40km/h to 30Km/h. Bicycle NSW, as always, supports the City of Sydney's advocacy to lower
speed limits to 30km/h in high pedestrian activity areas, on local residential streets and around schools.

We work closely with Bicycle User Group BIKEast, and align with its excellent submissions with detailed recommendations for enhancing
Victoria Street further.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can help further with this project. We look forward to cycling along the new-look
Victoria Street very soon.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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