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Dear Transport for NSW,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plans for the separated bicycle path on Wilson Street Newtown between
Eliza Street and 80m east of Erskineville Road.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for nearly fifty years, and has more than 30 affiliated local
Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is
quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the construction of a separated cycleway on this section of Wilson Street.

The cycleway will fill a critical gap in the network for people riding bikes between Newtown and Redfern. It is currently
treacherous to get from the existing (and excellent) Wilson Street cycleway to King Street, Newtown Station and the quiet on-
street routes into the Inner West that start on the northern side of King Street.
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An extract from the TINSW Cycleway finder map showing the existing gap in the bike network between the end of the Wilson Street cycleway at Erskineville Road
and the routes heading north and west (Source: TINSW)
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A plan showing key project features (Source: TINSW)

This project has taken many years to get to this stage. Although it is not perfect, it is a major step forward for bike riding in
Sydney. Separated bi-directional bicycle paths roll out a 'green carpet' and encourage people of all ages and abilities to
use a bike for everyday trips.

It is important that road space is reallocated to create direct, safe and comfortable cycling connections where people want to
ride. It is always difficult to change established parking spaces and we congratulate Transport for NSW for finding a solution
to the loading needs of businesses by introducing off-peak spaces on Erskineville Road.

Bicycle NSW has some outstanding concerns that we hope Transport for NSW can resolve during detailed design:

« Although the speed limit in this area has been reduced to 40km/h, this is still too high in a busy and congested location
where many different road users are interacting. Bicycle NSW, as always, supports the City of Sydney's advocacy to
lower speed limits to 30km/h in high pedestrian activity areas and shopping centres, on local residential streets and
around schools, and wherever bike routes share the road with vehicles (ie on Wilson Street heading east). The revised
Speed Zoning Standard provides Transport for NSW with greater flexibility in lowering speed limits to reduce the risk
of conflict.

Recommendation:
Reduce the speed limit on Wilson Street from 40km/h to 30km/h between King Street and Burren Street.

¢ The bans on bike riders turning south onto Erkineville Road will be ignored and lead to illegal and possibly risky
behaviours. The suggestion to go via Burren Street will not be heeded by all riders. It is important to accommodate
this turn in the design of the intersection.

Recommendation:
Add a hook turn box where turning bike riders can wait, or introduce a signal phase that allows bike riders to turn.
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¢ The loss of footpath space at the corner of Wilson and King (as shown in the extract from the detailed plans below) is
very disappointing. This is an area with very high levels of pedestrian activity. Further constraining pedestrian space
will lead to conflict and make walking less comfortable. Prioritising vehicle space over footpath space does not align
with Transport for NSW's very own Road User Space Allocation Policy and Walking Space Guide. The chosen design
reflects badly on an organisation that has expressed its ambition to put active transport first.

Recommendation:
Review the traffic movements and bus routes and try harder to allocate adequate space to pedestrians on Wilson Street.
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A detail showing the reduction in footpath space at the corner of King and Wilson streets (Source: TINSW)

¢ Meanwhile, King Street carries too much traffic for its high-level place functions. The clearways accommodate
additional movement for short periods but impact the amenity 24 hours a day. The multi-billion dollar Westconnex
project has created options for many vehicles to bypass this corridor. It is time to overhaul the street in line with
community advocacy (see the emerging Project K-Shift campaign https://kshift.au/)

Recommendation:

Fastrack plans to reconfigure King Street, reallocating vehicle lanes for wider footpaths, trees, in-lane bus stops, seating, bike
parking and all-day parking bays. More space for pedestrians on the King Street side of the Wilson Street intersection would
compensate for the space lost on the Wilson Street side. The oversized and dangerous intersection of King Street and
Enmore Road is in desperate need of a redesign. The new look intersection could accommodate an amazing public space for
people in the heart of Newtown, as well as cycleway connections to Newtown Station and Enmore Road, and much-needed
pedestrian crossings between the station and Pride Square, and on the south side of Wilson Street. These are currently
missing, forcing indirect multi-stage crossings.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can help any further at this stage. We look forward to riding on the new
Wilson Street West Cycleway very soon.

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner
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