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Dear Greater Sydney Parklands, 

 
Re: Draft Callan Park Plan of Management 2025 to 2035 and  

Draft Callan Park Access, Movement and Parking Strategy 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plans for Callan Park. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for nearly fifty years, and has more than 30 

affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and 

we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-

reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct 

infrastructure design. 

 

We support the work underway to enhance Callan Park, improve access and maximise the site’s value to the 

community for future generations.  

 

However, Bicycle NSW has several concerns about the connections that are proposed for bicycle 

riders.   

 

This submission outlines the issues and makes some high-level recommendations. 

 

Bicycle NSW works closely with Bicycle User Groups Bike Leichhardt and the Inner West Bicycle Coalition. 

We align with their members’ detailed feedback and thank these dedicated local advocates for their work on 

Inner West projects over many years.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1:  

Strategy for Access, 

Movement and Parking 
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Concerns and recommendations 

 
• The proposals ignore the urgent need to deliver a cycling connection along or parallel to Balmain Road. 

 

A ‘Bike Boulevard’ along Balmain Rd or the Balmain Rd frontage was part of the 2021 Landscape Plan. 

Balmain Road is a key strategic cycleway corridor. It is clearly shown on Inner West Council’s bike plan.  It 

must be prioritised for safe, all ages and abilities bike access 

 

  
 

Figure 2: Extracts from the Inner West Cycling Strategy (left) and the Strategic Cycleway Corridors Eastern Harbour City Network Map 

(right) show that Balmain Road is a key strategic cycleway corridor and must be prioritised for safe, all ages and abilities bike access 

(Source: Inner West Council / Transport for NSW) 

 
Recommendations: 

Reallocate a parking lane on Balmain Road and construct a separated bidirectional bicycle path on the north 

side of Balmain Road. This is supported by the NSW Government’s Road User Space Allocation policy 

which prioritises walking and cycling over the storage of private vehicles. 

Or 

Build a dedicated path within Callan Park, just inside the brick wall fronting Balmain Road. It should extend 

from Wharf Rd to Cecily St gate (Figure 3, yellow line) 

Or 

Create an alternative route using 

internal roads via Wharf Rd, Garden 

Way, Cottage Way, the link road 

(unnamed road connecting Cottage Rd 

and South Cr), South Cr and Park Dr to 

Cecily St main gate. Make changes to 

one way status of internal roads as 

required, or allow contraflow cycling 

(Figure 3, black line) 

 

 
Figure 3:  

Options for the route of the ‘Bike Boulevard’  

(Source: Google Maps / Bike Leichhardt) 
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• The one-way traffic circulation through Callan Park reduces accessibility for bike riders 

 

Recommendation: 

Allow contraflow cycling. City of Sydney is signing 159 one-way streets to allow two-way bike traffic. A recent 

study has shown that contraflow cycling does not increase cyclist crash or casualty rates, but improves 

cycling network connectivity. 

 

• Only Grove St is shown as a bike access point to Callan Park from Balmain Road  

 

Recommendations: 

Provide new or improved entrances for pedestrians and wheeled devices including bicycles at Cecily St 

Gate, opposite Alberto St, opposite Grove St and on Wharf Rd. Add raised or signalised pedestrian 

crossings of Balmain Road at each entrance point. Develop a bicycle path on Wharf Rd to create a safe and 

direct route to the Bay Run from Balmain Road. 

 

• The proposed shared path up the grassy slope on Central Green to South Crescent will be very popular, 

leading to conflict between people walking and cycling 

 

The bicycle community supports this route as it will be attractive and follows a gentler gradient than the 

Military Rd and North Crescent alignment. 

 

Recommendation: 

Construct separate walking and cycling paths to ensure that all path users can enjoy the park in safety. 

 

Bicycle NSW looks forward to riding through a revitalised Callan Park in the future. In the meantime, please 

do not hesitate to contact us if we can assist with developing the plans for the walking and cycling networks 

within and to the park. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

 

Sarah Bickford 

 

Active Transport Planner 

Bicycle NSW 

 

 

Peter McLean 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S000145752200330X
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