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Dear Clarence Valley Council,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the raised crossings in Yamba and the shared user path extension on Cameron
Street, Maclean.

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that represents the interests of people who ride
bikes. Bicycle NSW has been promoting bicycle use, behaviour change and effective bicycle user environments since it was
established in 1976. Since then, Bicycle NSW has been responsible for many active transport infrastructure outcomes and
positively supporting thousands of people of all ages to safely utilise bicycles for transport and recreational purposes.  

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the work underway in the Clarence Valley area to make walking and cycling safer for
residents of all ages and abilities.

It really is fantastic to see best-practice raised crossings, kerb extensions and landscaping as part of regional active transport
projects.  Raised crossings are optimal as the vertical deflection of the roadway slows vehicles, and people walking and
riding have a level path.

In particular, the proposals for Yamba and Maclean address an issue which is so often overlooked by councils and engineers,
both in metropolitan and regional areas - unprotected side street crossings. These are identified as the biggest barrier to
walking for vulnerable road users.

Clarence Valley's progress in delivering projects underscores the value of having an excellent active transport strategy.
Bicycle NSW found Council's draft Active Transport Strategy to be of a very high standard, as set out in our March 2024
submission. The clear set of actions and projects has clearly supported applications for Get NSW Active and other grants.

We thank Clarence Valley Council for engaging excellent consultants to develop the projects. Sidelines Traffic and Safe
Systems Solutions are industry leaders in designing safe crossings and paths. 

We are not familiar enough with the local path network to make detailed comments, and we are sure you have received the
best possible advice. 

Highlighting two concerns:

The Yamba crossings are shown without green bicycle paths, even though they look like they are connecting shared user
paths. The crossings appear wide enough to accommodate a narrow green strip on each side of the zebra. Is this the case? 

It is important that bike riders using shared paths are not required to dismount. If Council is concerned about sightlines or
traffic speed, larger kerb extensions and lower speed limits must be considered. Of course, kerb extensions offer valuable
opportunities for adding landscaping to the project, compensating for the greenery lost to construct the shared path.
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In the Maclean project, there is a mix of yellow shared user crossings and zebra with an adjacent green bike path. 

Although Bicycle NSW likes the yellow treatment and it has been used in many parts of NSW, particularly by the City of
Newcastle, Transport for nsw is less keen and has now made several recommended configurations for priority path crossings
in the newly revised Supplement to AS 1742 Manual of uniform traffic control devices, including a narrow option for
constrained spaces (see page 40).
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Please do not hesitate to get in touch with Bicycle NSW if we can help progress active transport projects in Clarence Valley.
We note that Clarence Valley Council Council has not yet joined the Bicycle NSW Council Member program.  We strongly
recommend that NSW councils get involved. One of the key benefits is that Bicycle NSW can offer additional support during
the design stage of projects so that opportunities to get the best outcomes for active transport are not missed. Bicycle NSW
CEO Peter McLean is happy to answer any questions that you and your colleagues may have about the program.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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