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Dear City of Canterbury Bankstown,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the walking, cycling and connectivity upgrades at Tasker Park in Campsie.

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that represents the interests of people who ride
bikes. Bicycle NSW has been promoting bicycle use, behaviour change and effective bicycle user environments since it was
established in 1976. Since then, Bicycle NSW has been responsible for many active transport infrastructure outcomes and
positively supporting thousands of people of all ages to safely utilise bicycles for transport and recreational purposes.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the upgrades to Tasker Park's active transport network.

We are impressed with the improvements made since we last sent feedback in December 2024 (attached). The current
proposal represents a major step forward, with a separated walking and riding paths, a beautiful new bridge, raised shared
user crossings and an upgraded underpass to improve the connections to the Cooks river cycleway. The new paths form a
critical section of the South West Active Transport Link (SWATL) and it is great that council is moving forward, despite Sydney
Metro's delays to deliver the11km route to Bankstown.

Bicycle NSW works closely with advocacy colleagues at WalkSydney and we align with the detailed comments made in their
submission.

* We agree that the footpath, bicycle path and landscaped median in the park should be wider at 2.5, 3.0 and 1.0m
respectively. It is easier to build in sufficient capacity now. An extra metre overall will make a big difference to the
comfort and safety of all users for decades ahead.

¢ We are delighted that a shared path is no longer proposed for Phillips Avenue. However, it appears that road space
has not been reallocated to accommodate the separated cycleway. Instead, existing trees and verge will be
removed and replaced with a very narrow landscaped median that will struggle to support healthy trees. As
temperatures rise in western Sydney, it is increasingly important to maximise large and healthy street trees. CBCC's
Urban Tree Canopy Master Plan specifically discusses Tasker Park at p43 - it currently has 5.6% canopy cover and to
achieve 40% cover it requires an estimated 288 new trees. We urge Council to apply the Road User Space Allocation
Policy and narrow the vehicle lanes and/or remove a parking lane for this short 100m section of Phillips. This extra
space would accommodate a best-practice 3.0m cycleway, and a wider landscaped median.

¢ The new share user bridge must have a minimum of 4m clear width between the handrails.

* Avyield street configuration for Boughton Street is a great idea, slowing vehicles and allowing lots more space for
people and riding in a very busy area where the Cook River cycleway intersects with the future South West Active
Transport Link (SWATL).

* As noted by WalkSydney, the connection to the Cooks River cycleway heading east also needs improvement. An
upgrade should be part of this project, or at least planned now and accommodated by the works.

¢ 30km/h speed limits should be a high priority for Canterbury Bankstown in high pedestrian areas, such as Charles St
and Phillips Avenue, and streets around Metro stations. We urge Council to work with TINSW to take advantage of the
lower speed limits permitted by the new NSW Speed Zoning Standard.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can help further with this project. We look forward to riding over the
Cooks River and through Tasker Park very soon!

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner
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