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Dear Mid-Western Regional Council, 

 
Re: The future of the rail corridor from Rylstone to Gulgong 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the future use of non-operational rail corridor between 

Rylstone, Lue, Mudgee and Gulgong. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for forty-nine years, and has more than 30 

affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and 

we support improvements to facilities for people walking and cycling.  We advocate for new cycling routes to 

provide connections to jobs, schools and services for daily transport and recreation trips. Bike riding provides 

a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with 

the correct infrastructure design. 

 

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the proposal to lease the rail corridor and develop a rail trail. 

 

We congratulate Mid-Western Regional Council for moving forward with plans for the disused 84km corridor 

between Rylstone and Gulgong. The route passes some very scenic countryside, and goes through the 

popular wine region of Mudgee. It will be an amazing asset for the local community and attract visitors from 

far and wide. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been involved with advocacy for rail trails for a very long time, spending many years trying 

to change outdated legislation that limited the delivery of trails in NSW.  NSW was missing out on tourism, 

mobility and recreation opportunities while other states reaped the rewards.  

 

Bicycle NSW worked with multiple stakeholders to campaign for the passing of the Transport Administration 

Amendment (Rail Trails) Bill 2022 by the NSW Legislative Assembly. The Bill was approved by the 

Legislative Council on 12th August 2022. This amendment removed the need for each rail trail proposal to 

have a separate act of parliament and enables the Minister for Transport to allow derelict tracks to be 

converted into a rail trail for ‘recreation, tourism or related purposes’.  

 

We are finally now seeing more rail trail projects coming to fruition. 

 

Mid-Western Regional Council will be well versed in the social, economic and environmental benefits of rail 

trails.  Many are clearly set out on the Rail Trails Australia website, backed by evidence and data from 

across Australia and beyond.   

 

Some highlights from a decade of research include: 

• The Northern Rivers Rail Trail generated AU$ 3.717 million in visitor spending in its first year.  

• This project is expected to deliver AU$ 114.3 million in visitor over a 30-year lease.  

• 80% of trail users used a service (e.g., café, bike hire, shuttles) on or near the trail. 

https://bicyclensw.org.au/media-release-the-rail-trails-bill-has-been-passed/
https://bicyclensw.org.au/media-release-the-rail-trails-bill-has-been-passed/
https://www.railtrails.org.au/news/economic-benefits-of-rail-trails/
https://www.rdanorthernrivers.org.au/nrrt-tweed-ei-report/
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• The Boyne Burnett Inland Rail Trail in Queensland attracts visitors for 10 months of the years, 

significantly extending the tourism season. 

• The Murray to Mountains Rail Trail contributed around AU$ 26.2 million in regional economic output, 

and AU$ 13.6 million in ‘regional value add’, supporting 22.7 jobs. 

• The Riesling Trail, one of South Australia's best-known rail trails, sees an average visitor spend of 

AU$216 per person. 

• A 2022 NSW report evaluating rail trails in NSW found that non-local trail users spend around AU$ 460 

per visit on average. 

• 68% of trail visitors surveyed for this report said they would return and recommend the trail to others — 

suggesting strong repeat visitation potential. 

 

 

Bicycle NSW looks forward to supporting Mid-Western Regional Council with the planning of the rail trail, and 

riding along it in the near future. 

 

Please contact us if we can assist any further at this stage. We are always happy to help with advocacy for 

new bicycle facilities through our connections with politicians, Transport for NSW and advocacy groups. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Sarah Bickford 

 

Bike Planner 

Bicycle NSW 

 

Peter McLean 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW 

 

 

  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-31/boyne-burnett-inland-rail-trail-benefits/105098736
https://bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/BWV-2021/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Victorias_Trails_Strategy_2014-2024.pdf
https://trctourism.com/community-on-the-rails/
https://trctourism.com/community-on-the-rails/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Evaluation%20of%20Rail%20Trails%20in%20NSW.pdf

