bicycle

NSwW

The Hon. Paul Scully MP
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces

The Hon. John Graham MLC
Minister for Transport, Minister for Music and the Night-time Economy

Parliament of New South Wales
52 Martin Place
Sydney NSW 2000
24t November 2025
Via email

Dear Minister Scully and Minister Graham,

Re: Active transport for the Entertainment Quarter redevelopment

It is very positive that steps have been taken to revitalise the Entertainment Quarter (EQ) precinct at Moore
Park. | am excited to see how the EQ will evolve into one of Sydney’s key hubs for entertainment, sport and
creative industries.

However, Bicycle NSW is extremely concerned that the redeveloped precinct will fall far short of its
potential to be accessed safely and conveniently by the most efficient transport modes — walking and
cycling.

Unless requirements for walking and cycling facilities are clearly and explicitly set out to all stakeholders from
the very beginning of a project’s procurement, there is a very high risk that these elements will be sidelined,
descoped or forgotten.

The public facing Information Memorandum about the Open Tender Process for Grant of Lease lists the Key
Principles for Revitalisation. Under Transport, Accessibility & Connectivity, there is a statement that “Active
transport options, including cycling paths and walkable streets, will support sustainable movement
throughout the precinct”.

. . Transport Enhancing transport networks and pedestrian-friendly spaces, the precinct will improve
Flgure 1. J\ccespsibiiit & access through integrated public transport links, congestion management strategies,
Extract from Page 25 of the Connectivit: and optimised parking solutions. Active transport options, including cycling paths and
Information Memorandum walkable streets, will support sustainable movement throughout the precinct.

There is nothing about the project improving access fo the precinct, nothing about bike parking or share bike
provision, and no targets for mode share.

EQ’s location beside Moore Park and Centennial Park, with the light rail on the door step and Central Station
just a short walk away, makes it the ideal test case for prioritising active transport to all events. The future
EQ could be a shining example for other stadiums and venues.

We urge you to ensure that the future EQ has cycle access deeply embedded in its built form and
operations.

This is not only about sustainability and health. | am not motivated to write by ideology. Bicycle NSW wants
to see efficient transport put first to help manage congestion and ensure that the cost of transport and
parking is not a burden for NSW Government or its patrons. Car lanes can only move about 1000 people per
hour while active transport links can move many thousands more.
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The brief for the project should require genuinely world-class facilities that will encourage as many patrons
and staff as possible to walk and cycle. At the end of this letter, we have listed some excellent case studies
from around the world which should inspire the NSW Government.

Basic requirements for the tender could include:

Bike parking facilities
- Arrack for every 20 patrons (20,000 capacity = 1,000 racks) or similar ratio, located in well-lit and visible
areas
- Secure undercover valet bike parking area for valuable bikes, with staffing, CCTV, and e-bike charging.
- End-of-trip facility with showers and lockers for staff, public and event use
- Bike maintenance stations
The facilities should be designed to scale as demand increases.

Walking and cycling infrastructure
- The EQ must work with councils and Transport for NSW to identify and fill gaps in the cycleway and
footpath networks surrounding the precinct.
It is not sufficient to only consider sustainable movement once inside the precinct. People need safe and
connected routes to the EQ from neighbouring suburbs, Centennial Parklands, bus stops and the light rail.

Event management guidelines
- Traffic control, event parking, online ‘how to get there’ information and transport ticket integration must
all be designed to prioritise active and public transport.
Events with large crowds be coordinated to ensure safe, consistent access for people walking and riding on
event days.

It is really important that NSW Government projects make the most of opportunities to support active
transport. While there is a policy to provide for walking and cycling in transport projects, active transport is

currently overlooked for far too many other developments of all scales.

I look forward to an active transport lens being applied to every government investment so | do not have to
write letters like this in the future!

Yours sincerely,

oz

Peter McLean

Chief Executive Officer

Bicycle NSW

cc:

Kathryn Crestani Executive Director Cities Integration, TINSW kathryn.crestani@transport.nsw.gov.au
Josh Murray Secretary, TINSW secretary@transport.nsw.gov.au
Joshua French Chief Executive, Greater Sydney Parklands Joshua.French@gsp.nsw.gov.au

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that represents the interests of people who ride
bikes. Bicycle NSW has been promoting bicycle use, behaviour change and effective bicycle user environments since it was
established in 1976. Since then, Bicycle NSW has been responsible for many active transport infrastructure outcomes and
supporting thousands of people of all ages to safely utilise bicycles for transport and recreational purposes.
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Appendix

Thank you to affiliated Bicycle User Group BIKEast for compiling details of the cycling facilities at four best-
practice performance venues.

1. AFAS Live — Amsterdam, Netherlands (17,000 capacity)

Integration: Directly linked to Amsterdam’s extensive cycle network, with segregated cycleways
leading to the venue from all directions.

Facilities: Over 1,000 secure bicycle parking spaces within 150 m of entrances, under continuous
CCTV surveillance.

End-of-trip features: Showers, lockers, and bike repair stations for staff and performers.

Impact: Over 25% of attendees arrive by bike for concerts, significantly reducing car traffic and
emissions.

2. The O, Arena — London, UK (20,000 capacity)

Integration: Connected to London’s Cycle Superhighway 4 and Thames Path shared routes.
Facilities: 500+ secure and illuminated bike parking spaces; additional event-day overflow parking.
End-of-trip: Adjacent “commuter hub” includes showers, changing rooms, and short-term bike repair
points.

Impact: Endorsed by Transport for London (TfL) as a best-practice model for active travel access to
major venues.

3. Sportpaleis — Antwerp, Belgium (18,400 capacity)

Integration: Linked to city’s cycling ring and tram corridor; cycling routes prioritised in event traffic
management.

Facilities: 700 covered bike spaces, “Park & Bike” zones within 1 km for overflow.

End-of-trip: On-site showers and secure lockers for staff, plus automated access bike parking for
ticket-holders.

Impact: Venue reports over 15% of visitors arriving by bike during summer events.

4. Moda Center — Portland, USA (19,980 capacity)

Integration: Sits on Portland’s Green Loop active-transport corridor; connected to city’s protected
bikeway network.

Facilities: 400+ covered and monitored bike racks; “Bike Valet” system for major events.
End-of-trip: Showers and lockers for staff and performers; public repair kiosk and e-bike charging
stations.

Impact: 10% of event attendees arrive by bike; city studies show mode-shift benefits during peak
events.

These examples demonstrate that with safe access and high-quality end-of-trip facilities, 10-25% of patrons
arrive by bike for events. This makes a huge contribution to cutting congestion around performance venues
and improving event dispersal times.
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