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Dear City of Parramatta,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the revised plans for Stage 2 of the Kleins Road Pedestrian and Cyclist
Corridor.

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that has promoted bicycle use, behaviour change
and effective bicycle user environments since it was established in 1976. Our mission is to make NSW better for bike riding
so people of all ages can safely utilise bicycles for transport and recreation.

Bicycle NSW is supportive of the current plans for Fleet Street.

As set out in our June 2024 submission, the Kleins Road Pedestrian and Cyclist Corridor plans will be a game-changer for
local and regional accessibility. Residents of Northmead and suburbs to the north will, for the first time, have a safe, direct
and attractive route to central Parramatta.

The dedicated bicycle path is the best option for a key regional cycling route. People riding bikes are separated from
pedestrians and vehicles, reducing conflict.

We are very pleased that the bicycle path and parking has been designed to accommodate the beautiful mature trees on this
section of Fleet St. It is essential to priortise trees over parking spaces - tree canopy and biodiversity is so important for
maintaining liveability in Sydney's increasingly hot western suburbs.

The proposal to relocate a section of the heritage wall is thoughtful, with the new layout improving the access and visibility of
the entrance to the Albert Street steps.

We have some recommendations to further improve the plans:

* Consider a separated bicycle path on the short stretch of Fennell St between Northcott Lane and Fleet Street

We recognise that Fennell Street is only a temporary route for the Kleins Road corridor. The walking and cycling paths will
eventually be extended in a direct line south to Eels Place from the end of Fleet Street through land currently occupied by a
surface car park.
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Figure 1: The arrow indicates the future route for the main walking and cycling paths to Eels Place.
However, a shared path is not optimal as an interim solution. Several young trees will need to be removed, and a perfectly

good footpath dug up and rebuilt at great expense. The shared path will be very busy with people walking and riding, and
conflict is likely.
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There is space on Fennell St for a separated bicycle path. This could be constructed at low cost using the existing pavement
and simple bolt-down separators.
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Figure 2: Bolt-down separators used to form an effective low cost bicycle path on Foreshore Drive in Port Kembla.

Once the final alignment between Fleet St and Eels Place has been delivered, the temporary bicycle path could be removed
and the space returned to kerbside parking. Or extended east to create the link to O'Connell Street shown in the
Parramatta Bike Plan 2024!

« Create an accessible crossing of Fleet Street

The plans do not show any locations where people walking and wheeling can cross Fleet Street. Consider pedestrian desire
lines and, if necessary, add a raised mid-block crossing of Fleet Street and the bicycle path.

* Add raised pedestrian crossings at each leg of the roundabouts

Bicycle NSW hopes that City of Parramatta has explored all options for avoiding roundabouts on Fleet Street and New Street.
Roundabouts prioritise the movement of cars above other road users and reduce the safety and comfort of the street for
people walking and cycling. At roundabouts drivers tend to focus on avoiding conflict with other cars and ignore other road
users. They do not need to give way to pedestrians in any circumstance. Roundabouts take up more public space than a
standard intersection, and remove corners, increasing crossing distances and forcing pedestrians to detour from the desired
line of travel.

To make roundabouts safer and more convenient for pedestrians, raised pedestrian crossings should be added to all legs.
These should be complemented with kerb extensions that reduce the crossing distance, slow turning vehicles and create
space for landscaping.

Figure 3: A roundabout with raised pedestrian crossings was designed for City of Parramatta’s Marsden Street cycleway project.
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Finally, we want to raise a concern about the inclusion of the section of Albert Street west of O'Connell Street as an on-road
mixed traffic cycling route in the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024. There are 28 steps, a change in height of approximately 2
stories. A compliant bike path here would involve complex engineering, switchbacks and tree loss.

Is the brown line on the Bike Plan a mistake?
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Figure 4: An extract from the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 (June 2025 update)

Figure 5: The steep steps between Fleet Street and Albert Street (Thanks to CAMWEST for the photo)

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if and when we can help to progress the Kleins Road Pedestrian and Cyclist
Corridor. We look forward to riding along Fleet Street to North Parramatta and Northmead on safe infrastructure very soon!

Many kind regards,
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Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner
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