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North" <advocacy@bikenorth.org.au>, Peter McLean <peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>

Dear Hornsby Shire Council,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposals for Clarke Road and Neutral Road, Hornsby.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for nearly fifty years, and has more than 30 affiliated local
Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is
quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the installation of the shared path, raised priority crossings and continuous footpath
treatments.

The new facilities will hugely improve access to three schools and two childcare centres by bike and on foot. 3.0m is a
generous width for shared paths and will ensure that all users have safe and comfortable trips. Raised crossings are optimal
as the vertical deflection of the roadway slows vehicles, and people walking and riding have a level path. The proposals for a
raised continuous footpath at Alliedale Close address an issue which is so often overlooked by councils and engineers, both
in metropolitan and regional areas - unprotected side street crossings. These are identified as the biggest barrier to walking
for vulnerable road users.

Some on-street parking spaces will be lost and we commend Hornsby Shire Council for prioritising the safety of school
children over car parking.

Recommendations:
* Extend kerbs into the parking lane at the raised crossings

This will ensure that sightlines between people crossing and drivers are not impeded by parked cars. Kerb extensions further
improve safety by reducing the crossing distance. They also offer valuable opportunities for adding landscaping to the project,
compensating for the greenery lost to construct the shared path.

+ Consider combined zebra and bicycle path crossings

Although yellow priority path crossings have been installed with great success in Victoria and some parts of NSW, Transport
for NSW is not supportive of introducing an unfamiliar colour into the road-related environment. There are several
recommended configurations for priority path crossings in the newly revised Supplement to AS 1742 Manual of uniform traffic
control devices, including a narrow option for constrained spaces.

Transport practice for priority path crossings is to install a

pedestrian (zebra) crossing adjacent to bicycle path crossings

for connecting shared paths, with the following space

allocations for crossing widths rather than a detailed crossing (b) Reduced pedestrian (zebra) crossing width of a minimum
design of 2 m in a constrained envireonment where dimensions in
option (@) are not able to be achieved. The pedestrian
(zebra) crossing, and bicycle path crossings shall all be
located on a raised platform.
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¢ Plant as many trees as possible!

It is unclear how many trees will be lost, and where new trees are planned. We hope that Hornsby Shire Council will prioritise
trees over on-street parking to ensure that Hornsby's walking and cycling paths are green and well-shaded. Trees can be
planted in the road between parking spaces if there is no verge.

There are other projects that we assume are on Hornsby Shire Council's wish list. For example, widening the footpaths on

the railway bridge to create a shared path link between Clarke Road and Coronation Road, and extending the trackside
shared path south towards Normanhurst Station.
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Please let Bicycle NSW know if and when we can assist with walking, cycling and streetscape projects. We are always happy

to help our member councils at an early stage in the planning and design process so that opportunities to get the best
outcomes for active transport are not missed.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner
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