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The Hon. Dr Daniel Mulino MP  

Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Financial Services 

PO Box 6022 

House of Representatives 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600  

          28th January 2026 

Email:  prebudgetsubmissions@treasury.gov.au  

 

 

Re: 2026-27 Pre-Budget Submission 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to help shape the Budget development process. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35 

affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and 

we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-

reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct 

infrastructure design. 

 

Investing in active transport infrastructure is extremely impactful for governments as it provides a benefit-to-

cost-ratio far higher than other infrastructure. It is widely agreed in Australia and the UK that active transport 

infrastructure returns $5-$6 for every dollar invested, however other studies highlight far greater returns of up 

to $35. Compare this to major highway upgrades and Sydney Metro projects, where less than $2 is returned 

for every dollar spent. In fact, there are many infrastructure projects that return just over 1:1 meaning the 

return is only just positively geared.    

 

Bicycle NSW would like to make 4 key recommendations: 

 
- Establish a Federal Active Transport Fund of $100 million every year. 

  

The Australian Government announced a one-off $100 million Active Transport Fund in 2024, which was to 

be allocated over 4 years. However, the fund was exhausted in the first year due to the strong demand from 

across Australia.  

 

Minister Catherine King now recognises that councils and state government have billions of dollars’ worth of 

shovel-ready projects.  At the 2025 ALGA National Roads Congress the Minister King gave a keynote 

speech. She spoke about the Government’s 10-year, $120 billion infrastructure investment, aligned with 

Infrastructure Australia’s principles of productivity, liveability and sustainability. 

  

During the question time, two mayors asked Minister King when the Commonwealth would provide additional 

funding for active transport. She answered that the existing $100 million Active Transport Fund 

demonstrated strong national demand, with “I think, billions of dollars-worth of applications”. The Minister 

acknowledged the critical importance of active transport for safety, access and community wellbeing and 

hinted there was a possibility for the next budget.  In the transcript (linked above), when she answers the 

question from Mayor of Surf Coast Shire, Cr Mike Bodsworth, “we're still considering whether we'd go and do 

an additional amount there, but that $100 million was something I was pretty proud of, but really was 

massively oversubscribed, so we're well aware that there is significant demand for that.  

mailto:prebudgetsubmissions@treasury.gov.au
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/travel-and-transport/cycling/cycling-investment-in-queensland
https://www.cyclinguk.org/briefing/case-cycling-economy
https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/c-king/speech/alga-roads-conference-bendigo
https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/c-king/speech/alga-roads-conference-bendigo
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“So really that's a matter for our next budget next year, as to whether we do that, and I can convince 

colleagues of that as well.”  

 

A predictable flow of federal funds would deliver game-changing upgrades to the walking and cycling 

networks in Australian towns and cities.  

 
- Establish a Bicycle Tourism Fund of $100 million every year. 

 

There is so much opportunity to expand bicycle tourism, particularly in NSW, which has been left behind 

while Victoria and Queensland developed lucrative rail trails and supporting infrastructure and amenities. 

Bicycle tourism is a rapidly growing, high value subset of the tourism industry which is valued at over $6 

Billion per annum in economic activity.  Quite simply bicycle tourists spend more locally and stay longer. 

Tourists now see bicycle and walking paths as a must have rather than a nice to have when making a 

decision on where to visit.  Bicycle tourism infrastructure not only benefits regional development but the 

health and wellbeing of the local community. These benefits can’t be underestimated.       

 

There are several important rail trails projects that Bicycle NSW would like to see progressed, building on the 

proven success of existing trails. The Byron rail trail would fill the missing link in the Northern Rivers Rail 

Trail. The Snowy Monaro rail trail would open up a swathe of the high country for tourism. There are many 

more great examples which have strong support but need federal investment as councils simply don’t have 

the funds needed and will never be in a position to fund this infrastructure from rates revenue.    

 

Additionally, there are many bicycle touring routes which are well established across Australia and are in 

urgent need of wayfinding and signage infrastructure to improve both safety and user experience. The 

Lachlan Valley Cycle Trail and Central West Cycle Trail in Western NSW are two examples.  

 

Therefore, a competitive grants program to fund signage and wayfinding on regional cycle trails would 

greatly benefit visitation.  

 
- Establish an ongoing fund for active transport infrastructure in regional towns 

 

One regional town per year in each state would be funded to deliver a city-wide network of dedicated shared 

paths. In Wagga, 56km of pathways were constructed in less than 5 years for $15 million. This approach of 

quickly constructing a connected network has produced excellent results. 

 

But what about Tamworth, Dubbo, Albury and Lismore and many other regional cities across NSW and 

Australia?  Communities are now seeking out active transport and recreational walking and bicycle paths 

and focusing on the delivery of a network rather than single pathways has proven to achieve exceptional 

results.   

 

A budget of $60 million per year would trigger a similar project in 4 regional cities across Australia, and leave 

20 cities with a vastly improved active transport network within 5 years.  

 
- Observatory Hill master plan and upgrades 

 

Observatory Hill is an iconic location of national significance. It has become increasingly popular with 

international visitors. However, it is difficult to reach, with poor footpaths, no wheelchair access and no 

facilities. In addition, there are dangerous conflicts between people walking, cycling and driving on the 

constrained roads. 

 

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/data-and-research/research-hub/research-and-evaluation-projects/wagga-wagga-active-travel-plan
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Bicycle NSW strongly supports a community-led budget submission for approximately $75 million to develop 

a new master plan and install essential upgrades, including a new southern access ramp to the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge Cycleway (approximately $30 million), a lift for pedestrians, an overhaul of parking and 

circulation in the adjacent streets, and new facilities such as accessible toilets, BBQs and play equipment. 

 

 

Should you or the relevant Government departments require further information on this summarised 

submission then we would be very pleased to provide this in writing or meet at a time convenience with 

them.  I can be contacted directly b email peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au or mobile 0416 227 158.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter McLean 

Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW  
 

 

mailto:peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au

