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To: council@lakemac.nsw.gov.au, Peter McLean <peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>, Sam Reich
<president@newcastlecycleways.org.au>

Dear Lake Macquarie City Council,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposals for the intersection of Pacific Highway, Awabakal Avenue and
Soldiers Road.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for nearly fifty years, and has more than 35 affiliated local
Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is
quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the plans to extend the shared path and improve the safety of the intersection for all
road users.

The new Fernleigh Awabakal Shared Track provides a fantastic off-road route on the east side of the Pacific Highway.
However, on the west side, there is a significant network gap. Bicycle NSW's Bike Planner came across the missing section
shared path just weeks ago while trying to reach Soldiers Road from the quiet back streets of Marks Point, and ended up
pushing her bike through knee high grass, centimeters from speeding vehicles.

This project will address the missing link and make crossing the highway safer, so people can walk and cycle safely to the
Lake Mac foreshore at Pelican, Naru and Marks Point.

We have two recommendations to make - one is simple and can be achieved by Council as part of this project. The other
requires advocacy to the NSW Government and additional funding.

1. Include priority raised crossings of Awabakal Street and Soldiers Road.

Even though these crossings have a refuge, they are not entirely safe for children and the elderly to use unaided, as cars will
turn in at speed from the highway. A raised shared user crossing in line with the shared path will ensure that vehicles move
slowly into these roads and give way to people walking and cycling.

2. Install a signalised intersection with crossing legs on all four sides

Although the crossing of Pacific Highway will be improved by the proposed changes, there are still two lanes of high speed
traffic to navigate on each side of the refuge. This is not a safe crossing that people of all ages, from 8-80, can use.

In addition, someone wanting to head north on the Fernleigh Awabakal Shared Track from the Ron Brown Way shared
pathway on Soldiers Road will need to cross three roads.

Instead of reconfiguring the intersection to remove right turns, would it not be better and safer to add signals here?

We believe there is a strong rationale for the introduction of a signalised intersection. The nearest safe signalised crossings
are 1.25km to the south of Awabakal Avenue and 1.3km to the north. It is quite unbelievable for a highway that divides
residential areas, and is fronted by houses, to have a 2.55km gap between safe crossing points.

Of course, a signalised intersection must have pedestrian and bike crossing legs on all four sides, as per Transport for NSW's
own standard on Providing signalised crossings on all intersection legs, to eliminate the need to cross three roads instead of
one.

We urge Lake Macquarie City Council to advocate to Transport for NSW for a new signalised intersection.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can help get Council very best outcomes from its investment in active
transport. We engage regularly with senior staff at Transport for NSW and the Transport Minister's Office, and can put this
intersection on the agenda for our next meeting.

Many kind regards,
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CHANGES FOR PEDESTRIANS/CYCLISTS

«convenlently located pedestrian refuge
provides direct access to Soldlers Road,
Awabakal Avenue, Fernlelgh Awabakal

shared Track, Lake Macquarle Alrport and
Naru Polnt

- Pedestrians need to cross fewer lanes
when travelling across the Intersection

« Reduced risk of pedestrian, cyclist and
vehicle collision

CHANGES FOR MOTORISTS

+Slgnificantly reduced risk of head on
collisions

+ Reduced risk of pedestrian, cyclist and
vehicle collision

+No right turn Into Awabakal Avenue
« No right turn out of soldlers Road

« No stralght through mevement between
soldlers Road and Awabakal Avenue
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