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Randwick City Council
30 Frances Street
RANDWICK NSW 2031

council@randwick.nsw.gov.au

24" February 2026

Dear Randwick City Council.,

Re: Randwick Junction Town Centre Planning Proposal

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Planning Proposal and draft DCP, and the revised
Urban Design Report and Affordable Housing Plan for Randwick Junction.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years and has over 37 affiliated
local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘make NSW better for all bicycle riders’. We advocate for new
cycling routes that provide connections to jobs, schools and services for daily transport and recreation trips.
Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and
attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW is very supportive of the overarching vision for a vibrant, connected and sustainable town
centre.

However, we are very concerned about a striking absence of cycling and active transport in the
planning proposal or the draft DCP.

A review of the exhibition documents has found very few explicit references to ‘bicycle’ or cycling
infrastructure.

Future cycleways must be deeply embedded into the suit of planning documents to ensure that they
will be accommodated by future development and any streetscape upgrades.

An extract from the Transport for NSW Cycleway Finder (Figure 1) shows the glaring gaps in safe
infrastructure for bikes in and around Randwick Junction at the beginning of 2026.

Bicycle NSW recognises that the bike network planning around Randwick Junction has changed a lot over
the years.

The 2006 Randwick Bicycle Plan (Figure 2) and 2015 priority routes (Figure 3) focus on an east-west route
from UNSW to Coogee via High St, Belmore Road, Coogee Bay Road and Dolphin St, and indicate that
Botany Street will provide a north-south connection.

In 2022, the NSW Government released its Strategic Cycleway Corridors for the Eastern Harbour City
(Figure 4), which showed Randwick as a ‘Strategic Health and Education Precinct’ as the heart of 6 corridors
— all of which were intended to be safe cycleways, compliant with the typologies set out in the NSW
Cycleway Design Toolbox, and suitable for high volumes of bike riders of all ages on all types of bicycle.
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An extract from TINSW Cycleway Finder showing local the bicycle paths and shared paths that have been delivered near the
Randwick town centre study area (Source: Transport for NSW / Bicycle NSW)
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Figure 3:

The 11 priority routes identified by Randwick Cioty Council in 2015
following community consultation (Source: Randwick City Council)

Figure 2:
The 2006 Randwick Bicycle Plan Network (Source: Randwick

City Council)
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Figure 4:
An extract from the 2022 Strategic

Cycleway Corridors network map
(Source: Transport for NSW)

The following year, these links were 'ground truthed' and prioritised (Figure 5). Some connections slipped off
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Figure 5:

The 2023 priority Strategic
Cycleway Corridors program.
(Source: Transport for NSW)
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The Bondi Junction to Randwick link was one of a handful of corridors shortlisted for development as part of
a Strategic Cycleway Corridors business case in 2024 and 2025. The Transport for NSW route option maps
are confidential and Bicycle NSW can’t share them. Randwick staff have been consulted and will have

access to the multi-criteria assessments.

This process favoured routes which bypassed the shopping area completely and ended at the intersection of
High St and Botany St, with the rationale that this would better serve the university, a more significant

destination than the
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This was disappointing as it is really important to address access to shops and the light rail terminus, as well
the regional routes to Coogee and Maroubra that pass through the town centre.

So we were pleased when Council adopted its 2024 Active Transport Plan. Although the new Cycling
Network Plan (Figure 6) does not clearly show the exact location of proposed cycling infrastructure, there are
3 major Tier 1 routes passing through Randwick Junction. Avoca Street and Belmore Road (through the
shopping area) are now identified as priority routes, joining the long-established east-west priority via High
Street.

As stated in the Active Transport Plan “Tier 1 routes are approximately aligned with the Strategic Cycleway
Corridors (defined by the NSW Government) that form the regional network. These connect strategic and
other major centres with high quality cycling infrastructure for high volumes of riders”.
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Figure 6: An extract from Randwick City Council’s current Cycling Network Plan (Source: Randwick City Council)

These routes will be very difficult to deliver if development occurs in Randwick Junction without
considering future cycling infrastructure.
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To better align the Planning Proposal with NSW Active Transport Strategy goals and Bicycle NSW’s policy
priority of safe, continuous bicycle infrastructure, we urge Randwick Junction Town Centre’s planners to:

o Work with the active transport team at Randwick City Council to clarify where the Tier 1 routes will go,
which side of the roads is preferred, and which NSW Cycleway Design Toolbox typology is most
suitable.

o Explicitly incorporate the proposed cycleways into the Planning Proposal and the Randwick Junction
Town Centre DCP.

e Use the LEP and DCP to safeguard key active transport routes so population growth is supported by
significant — and essential - mode shift to walking and cycling.

It is important that Randwick develops a clear and well-resolved solution to town centre cycling facilities
before making changes to the public domain that may lock out future delivery. Kerb extensions, landscaping,
kerb cuts, intersection upgrades, raised crossings and other streetscape interventions must be designed with
the bike routes front of mind.

It is much cheaper and more efficient to incorporate items such as shared user crossings, bicycle lanterns at
signals and good bike parking from the outset. The cycleways can then be delivered cost-effectively in due
course.

The full range of NSW Cycleway Design Toolbox typologies should be considered and evaluated, but Bicycle
NSW hopes that separated bicycle paths will be delivered on the chosen routes.

The exception is Belmore Road. It will be challenging to accommodate a separated bi-directional bicycle
path within the constrained space alongside all the other amenity upgrades. Shared paths may be an option.
However, shared paths create conflict between people walking and riding in busy shopping areas and reduce
the space available for on-street dining, street furniture and landscaping.

Bicycle NSW therefore supports the recommendation in the Urban Design Report (Page 81) to implement a
30km/h High Pedestrian Activity Area on Belmore Road between Avoca Street and Alison Road.

A 30km/h limit with appropriate signage, visual cues and traffic calming urban design interventions will allow
most bike riders to feel comfortable riding on the road, and deliver a raft of amenity and safety
improvements for all road users — particularly people walking on the footpaths.

Another huge benefit of lower speed limits is that vehicle lanes can be narrowed, allowing more road space
to be reallocated to wider footpaths, alfresco dining, street trees and landscaping.

30 km/h speed limits are important for mixed traffic ‘Quietway’ cycleways, as described in the NSW
Cycleway Design Toolbox.The NSW speed limit guidelines have recently received a much-needed update
and now include official recommendations for 30km/h speed zones. It is now easier to implement changes to
speed limits in local streets.

As set out in Section 4.2 Transport of the Urban Design Report (Page 22), the Belmore Road main retail
street is classified as a ‘Local Street’ under the Movement and Place Framework. This reinforces the
requirement to provide a safe, low speed environment with good walking and cycling access.
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The redevelopment of Randwick Junction Town Centre offers exciting opportunities to reconfigure
streets with poor amenity and build world class cycling infrastructure.

A fundamental shift to active and public transport is essential to maximise access to work and education,
improve the amenity of Randwick, keep people healthy and reduce emissions on the long road to Net Zero.

Walking and cycling are already very important methods of access to and from Randwick Junction. In a
YourSay Randwick Survey in 2017 (see the Urban Design Report, Page 22), almost half of all people visiting
the town centre made the journey by active modes, with 41% of survey respondents arriving on foot and 5%
by bike. Approximately half of all visitors to Randwick Junction live less than one kilometre away.

Cycling is the mode with the greatest potential, with large catchments of residents able to reach the centre
within a short ride. A 2020 ARUP study showed that 34,000 residents within a 10-minute cycle of Randwick
Junction, and over 68,000 within a 15-minute ride.

Travel by active transport over these short distances will be further encouraged by the provision and
maintenance of safe, efficient and attractive connections that ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people walking
and cycling.

We look forward to working with Randwick City Council and local Bicycle User Groups to dramatically

improve the local cycling network over the coming years.

Yours sincerely,

STl Fol

Sarah Bickford Peter McLean
Bike Planner Chief Executive Officer
Bicycle NSW Bicycle NSW
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