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Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure  
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Parramatta NSW 2124   

         

27th February 2026 

 

Email: sydney-plan@planning.nsw.gov.au   

 

 

Dear Sydney planners, 
 

Re: The draft Sydney Plan 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the NSW Government’s Sydney Plan. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35 

affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and 

we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-

reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct 

infrastructure design. 

 

The new Sydney Plan sets out how the NSW Government will address growth in Sydney over the next 20 

years.  

 

Bicycle NSW shares the concerns of many other commentators about the short-term focus of the 

draft plan, and the lack of detail about the provision of transport and social infrastructure to support 

growth. 

 

In particular, there is a striking lack of references to ‘bicycle’ or cycling infrastructure. Although walking and 

cycling are discussed briefly under some of the Priorities for the Sydney Plan, this does not flow through to 

any concrete actions. 

 

The regional cycling network is not shown on any of the maps and plans alongside other transport 

infrastructure. The NSW Government’s Strategic Cycleway Corridors program, which aims to connect 

centres and precincts with safe, accessible cycleways, is absent. Although it is encouraging to see the blue-

green grid highlighted as a NSW Government priority, the routes cherrypicked as 5-year priorities are 

insufficient to support active travel across Sydney. 

 

This submission makes recommendations around two key topics: the integration of active transport with 

housing, and the development of a much more ambitious blue-green grid. 

 

• Accommodate cycling in every development 

 

Both new and redeveloped precincts offer exciting opportunities to reconfigure streets, improve amenity and 

build world class cycling infrastructure.  

 

The only way for dense Transport Oriented Development to be viable is if people can get around and 

connect to public transport without driving.  

 

Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are not a nice-to-have in high density precincts. 

They are an absolutely essential foundation for development. They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people 

walking and cycling.   

mailto:sydney-plan@planning.nsw.gov.au
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Recommendations: 

 

- Embed a strong commitment to walking and cycling into every crevice of the Sydney Plan. 

 

Active transport is incredibly relevant to several of the responses and associated actions. Reducing reliance 

on private vehicles will allow more efficient use of land, housing people not cars. Density and diversity can 

be increased, and affordability improved (Responses 1, 2 and 3). Employment land can be developed with 

less parking and more jobs (Response 4), and streets that a fantastic for walking and cycling attract more 

people, creating vibrancy (Response 6). Walking and cycling infrastructure makes Sydney more resilient 

when natural disasters restrict the use of vehicles (Response 9), and more active transport not only reduces 

greenhouse gas emissions, but also frees up space for urban greening (Response 12). 

  

- Include clear controls in future DCPs and LEPs to ensure that generous paths, safe crossings, bike 

parking and share bike parking become a key element of all public realm and private development. 

 

- Prescribe active transport inclusion in all tender and contract templates. It is not enough to rebuild what 

was removed for construction. Every project offers a valuable opportunity to improve the surrounding 

public realm. The sphere of influence of a project on active transport infrastructure should depend on its 

scale, from 10m to 1000m. 

 

- Walking and cycling infrastructure must meet minimum standards set out in relevant NSW Government 

guidelines. 

 

- Projects must include facilities for walking, cycling, car share and public transport that align with local 

and state targets for mode shift 

 
• Include the Strategic Cycleway Corridors in the Sydney Plan 

 

Investment in new infrastructure is essential to catalyse housing delivery and unlock productivity 

opportunities. This includes infrastructure for walking and cycling, which allows more efficient use of land.  

 

If existing and future cycleways are not clearly shown on plans, with actions to support delivery, they will not 

be front-of-mind for stakeholders during the planning and delivery of developments. They will fall off 

everyone’s radar. 

 

Regional cycleways often struggle to reach the heart of precincts and town centres, throwing users back in to 

mixed traffic environments and limiting the uptake of cycling among less confident bike riders. These areas 

have many competing land uses and road users, and the growth in private car use in recent decades has 

seen space for walking and cycling lose out. 

 

Large-scale redevelopment offers an unbeatable, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to solve this problem. Streets 

and the public realm can be reconfigured to bring best-practice active transport infrastructure right into the 

heart of the precincts and town centres. But this will only happen with strong strategic direction from NSW 

Government. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

­ Explicitly incorporate existing and proposed regional cycleways, including the Strategic Cycleway 

Corridors, into maps and plans in the Sydney Plan. 
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­ Future cycleways must be deeply embedded into the suit of planning documents to ensure that they will 

be accommodated by developments and any streetscape upgrades. 

 

­ Use LEPs, DCPs and other planning controls to safeguard key active transport routes so population 

growth is supported by significant – and essential - mode shift to walking and cycling. 

 
• Accelerate the blue-green grid 

 

Sydney’s Green Grid is a substantial piece of work from 2017 that identified a dense and very exciting blue-

green grid across the Sydney Region. The Green Grid set out a vision to improve access to public open 

space by connecting waterways and green infrastructure with centres, public transport, walking and cycling 

routes and residential areas. 

 

In the interim, momentum has stalled.  Some significant projects have been completed, most notably the 

Inner West GreenWay and the new Active Transport Corridor through the northern part of the Rockdale 

Wetlands.  Others are progressing such at the Sydenham to Bankstown MetroWay and the Duck River 

Corridor. More have hit roadblocks. We remain very frustrated by the lack of progress on the Alexandra 

Canal route, and on missing sections of the Sutherland to Cronulla Active Transport link (SCATL). Many 

other strategically important projects are nowhere near the starting block, such as the Upper Canal in Scenic 

Hills and the Prospect Pipeline Corridor. 

 

It is fantastic to see the project highlighted in the Sydney Plan with an action to review and refine the network 

of high priority blue-green grid corridors.  

 

However, it is clear that the prioritisation work has been very superficial to date. Bicycle NSW has not been 

consulted. Only a handful of corridors are included in the maps of high-priority corridors in Appendix G – 

Blue-green grid. There are dozens of potential projects that should be considered.   

 
   

 

 

 
Figure 1:  

5-year high priority open space 

map showing blue-green grid 

projects identified for the Sydney 

Plan (Image: DPHI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/government-architect-nsw/projects-and-collaborations/sydney-green-grid
https://bicyclensw.org.au/alexandra-canal-cycleway-shelved/
https://bicyclensw.org.au/alexandra-canal-cycleway-shelved/
https://shared-drupal-s3fs.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/master-test/fapub_pdf/*DPPs/Sydney+Plan+Combined/Appendix+G+-+Blue-green+grid.pdf
https://shared-drupal-s3fs.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/master-test/fapub_pdf/*DPPs/Sydney+Plan+Combined/Appendix+G+-+Blue-green+grid.pdf
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Recommendations: 

 

­ Establish a Blue-Green Grid Committee to oversee the review of the network of blue-green grid 

corridors and coordinate a collaborative approach to refining the list of priority projects. 

 

The committee could be headed up by Greater Sydney Parklands. Active transport peak bodies including 

Bicycle NSW and WalkSydney must be involved, alongside key advocacy organisations for a better Sydney, 

such as the Committee for Sydney and Resilient Sydney. Councils and state government agencies would be 

closely consulted to ensure opportunities at various scales are leveraged to maximise capacity. 

 

- Focus on unlocking existing government assets for active transport and recreation, particularly water 

and rail assets.  

 

- Establish ambitious targets for agencies such as Sydney Water and Transport for NSW 

 

- Support pioneering open space delivery models beyond traditional acquisition, including shared use 

agreements, adaptive reuse and vertical open space. 

 

With finite land supply, more innovative approaches are central to delivering accessible, high-quality public 

spaces. Strong cross-government advocacy will be required to challenge and remove longstanding barriers 

to the use of water, rail, electricity corridors.. 

 

The Inner West GreenWay unlocked 7ha of previously fenced-off land for public use. It met complex 

engineering challenges with aplomb. The GreenWay provides an excellent case study of what can be 

achieved when landowners, government agencies and councils work together. 

 

- Include blue-green grid links that are already identified as priorities in local strategic planning 

documents. Many of these corridors are actively being progressed by councils.  

 

- Provide guidance on how projects will be funded, how land will be secured in established areas, and 

how delivery can be achieved in high-density and transit-oriented contexts. 

 

 

Bicycle NSW looks forward to receiving the final Sydney Plan with much more emphasis on the crucial role 

of cycling for housing growth and the development of liveable neighbourhoods. 

 

Should you or the relevant Government departments require further information on the points raised in this 

submission, we would be very pleased to provide this in writing or meet at a convenient time.  I can be 

contacted directly by email peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au or mobile 0416 227 158.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter McLean 

Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW  
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