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Dear City of Ryde,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Council's plan for supporting a shift to more sustainable travel
choices within Ryde.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35
affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and
we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion
reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct
infrastructure design.  

Bicycle NSW is very supportive of City of Ryde's commitment to reduce emissions by supporting
active, public and shared transport, electrifying vehicles fleets and private cars, and maximising the
potential of digital communication to reduce physical trips.

The Sustainable Transport Plan (the Plan) will be one of the supporting plans for Ryde's new Integrated
Transport Strategy 2045. It aims to implement several objectives under the 'Sustainable' outcome of the ITS:

Bicycle NSW made a detailed submission on the Integrated Transport Strategy 2045 in October 2025. Many
points raised regarding Objectives 01-04 also apply to the Sustainable Transport Plan.

It is pleasing to see some of our recommendations incorporated into this plan. For example, there are now
actions to collaborate with neighbouring councils. It is clear that Ryde understands the importance of applying
for all NSW Government grant opportunities for active transport projects and initiatives. Small-scale
accessibility upgrades to walking and cycling paths will have dedicated funding from Council's budget..

However, many more actions could be added to the Plan to increase sustainable travel by Council staff
beyond EVs and work-from-home. Our ITS submission lists several ideas.  Benchmark data and numerical
targets for infrastructure delivery, staff travel and mode shift are still lacking. The Plan is as silent as the ITS
regarding the need to reduce speed limits. Lower speed limits are more than just a safety measure. They are
essential for encouraging sustainable transport.

And we hope that more than one regional active transport link will be constructed by 2031!
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Despite these omissions, the list of actions contains many excellent initiatives that, if completed, will
significantly benefit Ryde. These initiatives will not only reduce emissions and pollution but also improve
amenity, lessen the dominance of private vehicles, and allow more space for trees, walking and cycling
on Ryde's streets.

Bicycle NSW asks City of Ryde to refer to our ITS submission when finalising the Sustainable
Transport Plan to ensure that the Plan does not overlook opportunities to support the uptake of low
emissions, sustainable transport.

Bicycle NSW works closely with Bike North, an affiliated Bicycle User Group based in northern Sydney. Bike
North members have worked hard over many years to advocate for better facilities for active travel in and
around Ryde. We are very grateful for their detailed knowledge of local conditions and their enormous
contribution to bicycle advocacy. Bicycle NSW aligns with Bike North’s feedback on the draft Sustainable
Transport Plan.

Bicycle NSW and Bike North look forward to learning much more about Ryde's plans for the cycling network
in the upcoming draft Active Transport Plan. We would both like to be consulted closely during the
development of this plan. Please take advantage of our expertise and local knowledge. Ryde has done some
great work in recent years making the area better for bike riding and it is important that the new Active
Transport Plan sets Council up for future success!

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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