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Dear Wollongong Council,
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the concept plans for a 1km stretch of the Grand Pacific
Walk between Austinmer and Coledale.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35 affiliated
local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support
improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-
carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.
 
Bicycle NSW strongly supports this project, which is another step forward in Wollongong City Council's
ongoing work to complete the iconic Grand Pacific Walk. 

Once completed, this shared user path will stretch 70km along the coast between Royal National Park in the
north to Lake Illawarra in the south. It will be a coastal trail of global significance.

The 1km section between Headland Avenue and the northern end of Sharky Beach car park is highlighted in
ornage.

Recommendations for improving the plans:
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Wherever possible, widen the shared path to 3.5m or more.

Although we are pleased that the concept plans show a 3.0m wide path, which is wider than earlier sections of
the GPW, the width still fall short of best practice. The Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Paths for
Walking and Cycling (AGRD06A-17) recommends a minimum width of 3.5m for a recreational path, as set out in
the table below. Transport for NSW's Cycleway Design Toolbox recommends a minimum of 4.0m.

A wider path will allow overtaking and accommodate a range of mobility options such as cargo bikes and
disability scooters.  As the population grows and path use increases, the additional width will ensure that all users
are safe and comfortable.

Future proof the Grand Pacific Walk by separating people walking and cycling wherever space allows.

The City of Parramatta has duplicated sections of the Parramatta Valley Cycleway. The active transport corridor
from Kyeemagh to Monterey in Bayside, delivered as part of the M6 project, has substantial sections of
separated paths, as shown in the photos. It is worth investing in a little extra concrete now to avoid the need to
retrofit in a few years.

  

3/2/26, 10:56 PM Bicycle NSW Mail - Grand Pacific Walk, Coledale - Bicycle NSW feedback

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=dc5be70161&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-1413014746252382096%7Cmsg-a:r5462970937732… 2/3



Add bike parking at regular intervals in the form of u-rail hoops 

Add kerb ramps between the shared path and the road at points where bike riders might want to exit the
path to ride on the road, or join the path from either direction, or access side streets and local
destinations.

Add bike stencils to the centre of each vehicle lane on Lawrence Hargrave Drive, to make it clear to all
road users that they need to share the road safely and patiently with bike riders. 

Confident ‘strong and fearless’ bike riders will prefer to ride on the road when the off-road alternative is a shared
path. They ride at higher speeds than appropriate on a shared path, prefer to avoid navigating intersections and
driveways, and feel comfortable in traffic. We also recommend forward stop lines at intersections, head start
green lights, and regular maintenance to ensure smooth surfaces.  

Do not add bollards or terminal treatments to the shared path without documenting a risk comparison to
determine whether a bollard is warranted. Weight should be given to avoiding personal injury over the cost
of asset repair.

Note that Bicycle NSW is working with TfNSW to develop new guidelines to inform the use of bollards on cycling
infrastructure. The guidelines will set out a fundamental principle: that project teams must consider not only the
asset they are responsible for, but also the risks to the user. More information about this campaign is here:
https://bicyclensw.org.au/battling-bollards-progress-update/

Bicycle NSW would be delighted to review the details plans as the project progresses toward construction. We
look forward to starting from Coledale for our next ride south on the Grand Pacific Walk.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 9, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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