bicycle
NSW Q :)
General Manager
Woollahra Council
PO Box 61
Double Bay NSW 1360
23 March 2026
Email: records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au

Dear Woollahra Council,

Re: O'Sullivan Road Recreational Path Upgrade

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed upgrades to the walking and cycling
paths along O’Sullivan Road.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35
affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and
we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-
reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct
infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports Woollahra Council’s plans to develop an off-road cycling facility in
Rose Bay between Old South Head Road and New South Head Road.

The cycleway will link Rose Bay Wharf with Old South Head Rd and onto Bondi Beach via Waverley's
Council's almost-completed Curlewis Street Cycleway. It is a key north-south connection that will fill a
significant gap in the regional bike network using the most direct, level and accessible route (Figure 1).

The project set to deliver an 800m section of separated bicycle path and 900m of shared path. The paths will
help locals and commuters to safely access the ferry, beaches, golf clubs, three ovals, Lyne Park and the
popular businesses at Plumer Road.

The streetscape upgrades include landscaping, new crossings footpath widening and pavement upgrades,
important details that will improve the amenity and safety of the neighbourhood.

The bicycle community has advocated for a long time for a cycleway along O’Sullivan Road. We
congratulate Woollahra Council making great progress on bringing the concept to reality. It is
fantastic to learn that Council has the funds to complete construction within the next year!

We recognise that the plans are at a concept stage and the detail design work is still to come. We therefore
wish to use this submission to make a series of suggestions to improve the final plans:

e Enlarge the shared path area at the intersection with Old South Head Road

o Extend the separated bicycle path as far north as possible

o Widen the shared path to 4.0m where possible and delineate walking and cycling space
e Maintain narrow vehicle lanes and add bike stencils to the middle of the lanes

e Add access points with kerb ramps at key locations along the route

o Install raised TINSW-approved priority crossings across the driveways to the golf club

e Provide plenty of bike parking, including dedicated on-street bays for share bikes

There is more detail on each point below. We realise that some of these changes cannot be made by
Woollahra Council alone, and it will be necessary to work closely with Transport for NSW.
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Many of these recommendations have also been made by BIKEast, an affiliated Bicycle User Group.
BIKEast members have worked hard over many years to advocate for better facilities for active travel in
Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs. We are very grateful for their detailed knowledge of local conditions and their
enormous contribution to bicycle advocacy. Bicycle NSW fully aligns with BIKEast’s feedback on the

O’Sullivan Road Recreational Path project.
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Beach Figure 1: An extract from TINSW’s

Cycleway Finder showing existing
shared paths (light green) and
bicycles paths (dark green) in the
area. The proposed active
transport corridor is highlighted in
orange (Source: TINSW / Bicycle
NSW)

1. Enlarge the shared path area at the intersection with Old South Head Road

The current plans reveal a very constrained shared path area that bike riders will need to use to transition to
the Curlewis Street Cycleway at the intersection with Old South Head Road (Figure 2).
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Figure 2: An extract from the concept plans
shows the narrow shared area at the southern
end of the project, adjacent to a wide expanse
of asphalt where the roads intersect (Source:
Woollahra Council)


https://maps.transport.nsw.gov.au/egeomaps/cycleway-finder/index.html
https://yoursay.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/download_file/view/3835/1233
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Bicycle NSW urges Woollahra Council to work closely with Transport for NSW and Waverley Council to
interrogate the unbalanced allocation of road space at the intersection and provide more space for the
shared use area to improve safety in this very busy area.

2. Extend the separated bicycle path as far north as possible
Separated bicycle paths, built between the existing kerbs, have many benefits over shared paths:

- People riding bikes are separated from pedestrians and vehicles, reducing conflict - a growing issue as e-
bikes explode in popularity.

- Street trees and green verges are not impacted

- The narrower vehicle lanes will slow traffic, reducing noise and improving safety for all road users.

- No additional asphalt is required, which reduces issues with urban heat and stormwater.

- Sufficient space is created to enable a significant modal shift to active transport.

- Motorists exiting driveways have a better sightline to approaching cyclists, improving safety.

- Dedicated bicycle paths will out a 'green carpet' to encourage more people all ages and abilities to take to
two wheels.

It may be necessary to reallocate some parking spaces. We recognise that the community values car
parking. However, we are confident that, with careful management, appropriate pricing and good turnover,
essential parking needs can be met while achieving the best outcomes for people walking and cycling.

Council can also investigate adding parking to side streets, potentially as angled parking which has the
added benefit of reducing lane widths and, as a result, vehicle speeds.

The reallocation of parking space for cycleways is in line with Transport for NSW and Council policies to
prioritise people and active modes over the storage of private vehicles. This is strongly supported by Bicycle
NSW.

3. Widen the shared path to 4.0m where possible and delineate walking and cycling space

It is particularly important to try and find extra space for the share path where it crosses Woollahra Golf Club
and narrows to 3m, despite several bends.

We refer Woollahra Council to the Cycleway Design Toolbox and the 2017 Austroads Cycling Aspects of
Austroads Guides (AP-G88-17) to ensure that the paths are constructed to current best practice. The
Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Paths for Walking and Cycling AGRDO6A-17 contains the
following table with suggested shared path widths:

Suggested path width (m)

Local access path Regional path® Recreational path

rable minimum width 2.5 3.0

Minimum width - typical maximury 20 3.0¢ 250~ 4¢ 300 -40
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We recommend that designers aim for 4.0m throughout and use line markings or contrasting finishes to
delineate space for walking and cycling. Rozelle Parklands and the Bay Run have divided paths which help
reduce conflict.

4. Maintain narrow vehicle lanes and add bike stencils to the middle of the lanes

The plans show the vehicle lanes widened to 4m once the separated bicycle ends and riders join the shared
path. This is far too wide and will encourage higher speeds. We suggest leaving the white lines that currently
demarcate the ‘door zone’ bike lane north of the golf club entrance. This will create wide parking lanes and
narrower driving lanes, helping slow traffic.

Confident ‘strong and fearless’ bike riders will prefer to ride on the road when the off-road alternative is a
shared path. They ride at higher speeds than appropriate on a shared path, prefer to avoid navigating
intersections and driveways, and feel comfortable in traffic.

Bike symbols alert drivers to the fact that some riders will be using the road, reassure cyclists that they
should take a primary position, and help all road users share the road safely and patiently.

Figure 3: A typical 12.8m street can accommodate a
separated bicycle path. Failing that, it can be made safer
for cycling with narrow vehicle lanes and centred bike
symbols (Source: Google Maps)

5. Add access points with kerb ramps at key locations along the route

This will allow bike riders to transition from the road network to the recreational path. Ideally, the entry point
will extend the full width of the parking lane to create storage space for waiting cyclists with good visibility of
approaching vehicles.

It is particularly important to facilitate access from
Powell Road, Latimer Road and Boronia Road

Figure 4: The Henderson Road Cycleway in Eveleigh has
landscaped entry points aligned with every side street (Source:
Google Maps)
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6. Install raised TEINSW-approved priority crossings across the driveways to the golf club

7. Provide plenty of bike parking, including dedicated on-street bays for share bikes

Accommodating share bikes must be integral to the project, not an afterthought. Also consider providing
suitable spaces for food delivery workers to park and rest.

8. Consider how the path will be used at night

The upgraded shared path is behind mature trees and adjacent to open space. This will deliver amenity and
shade during the day. However, it may feel unsafe after dark which, as highlighted by Transport for NSW’s
Safer Cities Report, will limit its utility for many members of the community, particularly women, older people
and minority groups.

Woollahra Council should undertake a CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) analysis,
and plan lighting, signage and maintenance to ensure that everyone in the community feels safe - and is
safe - to walk and cycle along the recreational path.

Bicycle NSW is very excited by the plans for this important active transport corridor.

Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are not a nice-to-have in high density precincts.
They are an absolutely essential foundation for development. They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people
walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all ages can get around and connect to public transport
with using a car.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist any further with advocacy for this project. We

look forward to riding on the new cycleway very soon!

Yours sincerely,

S\suc—\-‘x‘d;@rop- /@//%%

Sarah Bickford Peter McLean
Bike Planner Chief Executive Officer
Bicycle NSW Bicycle NSW
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