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Brinthaban Baskaran

Inner West Council

PO Box 14

Petersham NSW 2049

6th April 2026
Email: brinthaban.baskaran@innerwest.nsw.gov.au

Dear Brin,

Re: Lilyfield Road bike path concept design and proposed angle parking

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed separated bicycle path on Lilyfield Road.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35
affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and
we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-
reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct
infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports Inner West Council’s plans to construct a 1.6km separated bi-
directional bicycle path on Lilyfield Road, connecting the Bay Run and the GreenWay with Rozelle
Parkland’s excellent new paths to the Anzac Bridge and Blackwattle Bay.

A safe, off-road cycling facility on Lilyfield Road has been a top priority for bike riders for many years.
The Lilyfield Road route also has significant strategic importance. This key east-west connection will fill a

significant gap in the regional bike network (Figure 1). It delivers a Strategic Cycleway Corridor, as shown in
the network map for the Eastern Harbour City, published by the NSW Government in 2022 (Figure 2).

Bicycle NSW congratulates Inner West Council on the high-quality concept design. The plans include new
raised crossings, landscaping, and fantastic best-practice continuous path treatments at every intersection,
important details that will improve the amenity and safety of the neighbourhood. This route will be brilliant for
the local community, providing new safe transport options and a calmer street, as well as bike commuters
from a wide swathe of inner and western Sydney heading to the Sydney CBD.

Thank you so much for taking on board the comments from the bike groups after our preview of the plans in
February. We note that several important improvements have been made. The bicycle path has been
raised to footpath level, increasing its usable width. The slip lane at Mary Street has been removed. A new
raised crossing connects Grove Street with Catherine Street. Several kerb extensions have been enlarged
as requested. A bike storage box on Mary St will cater for cyclists turning right into Lilyfield Road. PS-2 bike
symbols in the centre of the vehicle lanes on Lilyfield Rd, and Bikes May Use Full Lane signs, will support to
cyclists who chose to use the road.

We recognise that the plans are at a concept stage and the detail design work is still to come. We therefore
wish to use this submission to make a series of suggestions to improve the final plans:

¢ Widen to the cycleway to 3.0m wherever possible

¢ Implement a 30km/h speed limit for some sections of Lilyfield Road
o Enlarge the access points to the cycleway

e Further narrow side street entrances
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e Complete the footpath opposite Lamb St
e Be much more ambitious for the intersection at Gordon Street

e Plan to create additional connectivity across and along Lilyfield Road

e Reconsider the large number of new angled parking spaces
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e Provide plenty of bike parking, including dedicated on-street bays for share bikes

e Seek advice from the BUGs as the detail design is developed

There is more detail on each point below. Some suggestions could be incorporated into the current project

scope, while others can be scheduled as future improvements.

Many of the recommendations have also been made the affiliated Bicycle User Groups that form the Inner
West Bicycle Coalition (IWBC) - Ashfield BUG, Bike Leichhardt and Bike Marrickville. IWBC members have
worked hard over many years to advocate for better facilities for active travel in Sydney’s Inner West. We are
very grateful for their detailed knowledge of local conditions and their enormous contribution to bicycle
advocacy. Bicycle NSW aligns with IWBC feedback on the Lilyfield Road project.
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Figure 1: An extract from TINSW’s
Cycleway Finder showing existing
shared paths (light green) and bicycles
paths (dark green) in the area. The
proposed Lilyfield Road bicycle path is
highlighted in orange (Source: TINSW
/ Bicycle NSW)

Figure 2: An extract from the Strategic
Cycleway Corridor network map for the
Eastern Harbour City. Lilyfield Road is
highlighted in orange (Source: TINSW /
Bicycle NSW)
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Recommendations:

1. Widen to the cycleway to 3.0m wherever possible

The Lilyfield Road bicycle path will be a regional cycleway. It will be popular and very busy. A 3.0m wide bi-
directional bicycle path will ensure there is safe operating space for riders of all ages and abilities, now and
into the future. This is particularly important for the steep section west of Mary St, which has an 8% gradient.

We would like Inner West Council’s consultants to revisit the allocation of road space to try and find
additional space for the cycleway. It may be possible to gain a little width by narrowing the vehicle and
parking lanes to 2.8 and 2.0m. Narrower lanes have the additional benefit of lowering vehicle speeds.

Alternatively, a small number of parking spaces could be removed. We recognise that the community values
car parking. However, we are confident that, with careful management, essential parking needs can be met
while achieving the best outcomes for people walking and cycling. In addition, the proposed angled parking
will create a large net increase in spaces in the area.

The reallocation of parking space for cycleways is in line with Transport for NSW and Council policies to
prioritise people and active modes over the storage of private vehicles. This is strongly supported by Bicycle
NSW.

Council could also explore adding modal filters to reduce traffic volumes on the western end of Lilyfield Road
so the road here can function as a ‘yield street’.

2. Implement a 30km/h speed limit for some sections of Lilyfield Road

The existing 50km/h speed limit is far too high, given the changed character and usage of the area. The
sporting and recreational venues attract many children, and the active transport links are busy with people
walking and cycling.

The roll out of Inner West @ 40 will soon reach Lilyfield Road, greatly improving safety and amenity.
However, we recommend aiming for a 30km/h speed limit between Gordon St and Ryan St, given it is next to
busy parklands, crossings are limited and the proposed angled parking creates additional hazards with cars

reversing into the vehicle lane.

It would also be wise to aim for 30km/h west of Mary Street to calm traffic on the steep section of Lilyfield
Road - and allow narrower vehicle lanes, so more road space can be allocated to the cycleway.

The revised Speed Zoning Standard provides Transport for NSW with greater flexibility in lowering speed
limits to reduce the risk of conflict.

3. Enlarge the access points to the cycleway

Although we are pleased to see that protected kerb ramps (Figure 3) have been provided to facilitate the
connection to opposite side streets, these are too small and often offset from the line of travel.
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Figure 3:
An extract from the Lilyfield Road plans showing the minimal offset entry points at Helena Street and Trevor Street (Source: IWC)

Ideally, the access points will extend the full width of the parking lane to create storage space for waiting
cyclists with good visibility of approaching vehicles (Figure 4). They should line up with the opposite street,
and have enough width (minimum 2.5m) that if someone is waiting to exit, there is enough room for someone
to enter, with neither rider poking out into traffic. It would be even better if the protective kerbs on either side
could be landscaped!

Figure 4: The Henderson Road Cycleway in Eveleigh has
landscaped entry points aligned with every side street (Source:
Google Maps)

4. Further narrow side street entrances

Inner West Council has responded to earlier bike group feedback and reduced the width of intersections with
larger kerb extensions This will slow turning traffic, reduce the crossing distance, and create more
opportunities for public realm upgrades: trees, landscaping, seating, bike racks. New kerbs extend into the
Lilyfield Road parking lane to visually narrow Lilyfield Rd, further reduce speeds of turning vehicles, neatly
contain car parking.

However, in several cases, the kerb extensions appear too modest!

Maliyawul Street, Charles Street, Hubert Street, Francis Street, Rayner Street, Trevor Street, Grove Street,
Halloran Street would all benefit from further narrowing (Figure 5). Other side streets are not being changed
at this stage but could be upgraded in the future.
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Figure 5: An extract from the plans showing an
improved alignment for the entrance to Francis
Street (Source: IWC/Bicycle NSW)

In addition, please investigate reducing the width of the entrance to the light rail depot entrance to improve
safety

5. Complete the footpath opposite Lamb St

There is a 140m gap in the footpath on the south side of Lilyfield Road between the Parklands and Balmain
Road.

We are concerned that people will walk on the bicycle path if a high-quality footpath is not provided.
Large exposed fig tree roots complicate the construction of a footpath (Figure 6). It may be necessary to

remove a couple of parking spaces so that both paths can bend out to avoid the roots. This has been done
successfully by City of Sydney to avoid removing trees on the Wilson Street Cycleway (Figure 7).

Figure 7: The bicycle path on Wilson
Street in Darlington bend out to avoid a
tree. The change in alignment creates
new opportunities for landscaping (Image:
Bicycle NSW)

Figure 6: The fig tree roots opposite Lamb
Lane (Image: Bicycle NSW)

6. Be much more ambitious for the intersection at Gordon Street

Although improved since the Rozelle Parklands Master Plan in early 2025, the crossing north from the
Parklands into Gordon Street (en-route to Iron Cove Bridge using the backstreet signed route developed by
WestConnex) will still be difficult for bike riders. There is a blind corner and cars routinely speed. The
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intersection is very wide, parked cars block sightlines, and a slip lane entering from the northern side adds
complexity.

The new shared user crossing is a welcome addition. However, it will be awkward for bike riders to use, with
sharps turns and narrow sections of shared path.

The intersection must be reconfigured so it can fulfill its new role as a key node in the active transport
network. There are several design solutions to explore. One option is sketched in Figure 8.

Figure 8:

i / ‘ . P The kerbs are extended on the
" \ - ) X
. west side of the intersection as
. ; Y \ far as the edge of the parking
& - A bays. The entrance to Burt St is

' adjusted (Image: Inner West
S — ‘ . . \ Council / Bicycle NSW)

A generous median with a refuge island is another option that would narrow the vehicle lanes, encourage
slow driving, and allow bike riders to navigate one lane at a time.

7. Plan to create additional connectivity across and along Lilyfield Road

The Inner West Bicycle Coalition submissions put forward several ideas for developing cross routes such as
Balmain Rd and Catherine Street, signposting alternative low-stress routes and adding sections of shared
path to Lilyfield Road to facilitate access to side streets.

Please explore these suggestions, and plan for future implementation, if it is not possible to include further
work in this project’s scope.

8. Reconsider the large number of new angled parking spaces

It is not clear what evidence has been collected to support the huge increase in parking spaces. We suspect
that Council is making a motornormative assumption that as much parking as possible is desirable.

The proposed angle parking along the Parklands frontage will only increase traffic and parking challenges in
the long run. Extra spaces will encourage more people to drive to the park rather than taking public transport
or active transport.

An existing bike lane will be removed to make space. Furthermore, angled parking is unsafe for vulnerable
road users, such as bike riders, due to the limited sight lines that drivers have when manoeuvring. This
further disincentivises walking and cycling.

(02) 9704 0800 | info@bicyclensw.org.au | www.bicyclensw.org.au
Gadigal Country, Level 9, 66 Goulburn Street, Sydney NSW 2000

ABN 26 511 801 801



77

Choosing to elevate parking over access by bike is not aligned to Council’s Our Inner West 2036 Community
Strategic Plan, Strategic Direction 2.6 which states: “Manage the road network to increase safety and
prioritise active and public transport over private motor vehicles”, of its ‘Going Places’ Integrated Transport
Strategy, Section 5.1, which states that: “Active transport should be prioritised in the LGA and placed higher
in the road hierarchy than private vehicles as it can achieve higher movement of people”

The negative impact of the new parking could be ameliorated by planting trees in a landscaped bed every 5
or 6 spaces. This was shown in the Rozelle Parklands Master Plan (refer to Figure 8 for an example)

9. Provide plenty of bike parking, including dedicated on-street bays for share bikes

Accommodating share bikes must be integral to the project, not an afterthought. Also consider providing
suitable spaces for food delivery workers to park and rest.

10. Seek advice from the BUGs as the detail design is developed

Bicycle NSW’s advocacy partners at Inner West Bicycle Coalition and Sustainable Transport Group in
Balmain-Rozelle have expert local knowledge, gained from decades of cycling in and around Lilyfield.

Please consult regularly with Bicycle User Groups as the plans are refined to ensure that local riders can
continue to shape the designs.

Bicycle NSW is very excited by the plans for this important active transport corridor.

Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are not a nice-to-have in high density precincts.
They are an absolutely essential foundation for development. They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people
walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all ages can get around and connect to public transport
with using a car.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist any further with advocacy for this project. We
look forward to riding on the new cycleway very soon!

Yours sincerely,

SRR Y] i/

Sarah Bickford Peter McLean
Bike Planner Chief Executive Officer
Bicycle NSW Bicycle NSW
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