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Greater Sydney Parklands sustainability strategy

Dear Nikky,

Thank you for the invitation to provide input into the development of the Greater Sydney Parklands’ is new
sustainability strategy.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 30
affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and
we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-
reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct
infrastructure design.

The sustainability strategy will focus on nature, community connection and people’s health and wellbeing. It
provides a fantastic opportunity to elevate the importance of active transport, both to and within the
parks.

Bicycle NSW would like actions in the strategy to:

o Require regular consultation with active transport peak bodies. \WWe recommend establishing a
quarterly in-person active transport forum to discuss projects to improve path networks and consider
opportunities raised by the community. The forum would include councils, walking and cycling peak
bodies, Transport for NSW and Sydney Water.

o Priortise access to the parklands by walking, cycling and public transport. This means being
very explicit that bike parking will be located closer to points of interest than car parking, and buses
and other public transport will be more convenient to use than cars. For inspiration, Mount Annan
Botanical Gardens’ new master plan has a key move to ensure ‘equitable access to key facilities and
spaces, centred on people not vehicles.’

o Develop identified blue-green grid and strategic cycleway corridors that run through, to and
along the parks. Ensure these are shown on all master planning documents. Bicycle NSW should be
a named stakeholder as the subject matter expert for the existing and future bicycle network in
Sydney. Note that we have recently written to CEO Joshua French requesting a position on the Blue-
Green Grid Committee.

o Provide consistent and vocal advocacy to support active transport projects by local councils and
state government that improve access to the parks for people walking and cycling. In addition, Greater
Sydney Parklands should advocate for missing paths and cycleways, and lead funding bids. At times,
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projects will require reallocation of car parking or unpopular changes to local streets, and it is essential
that Greater Sydney Parklands remains focused on prioritising active transport over preserving the
car-based status quo.

e Provide a model of change to encourage sustainable travel by visitors and staff. Embed active

transport and its enormous benefits into education projects, public and internal communications and
the staff workplace incentives.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any further details on these points.

We look forward to reviewing the draft strategy in due course.

Yours sincerely,

77/

Peter McLean

Chief Executive Officer
Bicycle NSW

cc.
Joshua French Chief Executive Greater Sydney Parklands Joshua.French@gsp.nsw.gov.au
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