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Great Blue Mountains Trail – Upper Mountains 

 
Dear Blue Mountains City Council, 

 

Thank you for the invitation to provide input into the development four key links within the upper Blue 

Mountains section of the Great Blue Mountains Trail. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle 

User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support 

improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, 

low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure 

design. 

 

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the concept designs for the four links detailed in the excellent draft 

concept design report. 

 

The Great Blue Mountains Trail is a visionary idea and Bicycle NSW is delighted that Blue Mountains City 

Council secured funds through the Western Sydney Infrastructure Grants Program to investigate the design 

and construction of 4 sections of the trail with a total length of 6km - Kiah Lookout to Echo Point, Echo Point 

to Scenic World, Glenraphael Drive to Acacia Street and Acacia Street to Narrow Neck Road (Figure 1). 

 

These links follow the historic Cliff Drive along the boundary with Blue Mountains National Park. Much of the 

route has no footpaths at present. The creation of a safe active transport corridor will have huge benefits for 

both residents and visitors in a very busy tourist precinct. 

 

A mix of shared paths, separated cycleways and 30km/h 'Quietways' is proposed to create continuous and 

safe spaces for walking and cycling. The approach to infrastructure treatments is context-sensitive and will 

deliver high-quality outcomes within the existing road space. 

 

We congratulate Blue Mountains City Council for reaching this stage in collaboration with exceptional 

consultants. Bicycle NSW is very confident that the project is in good hands.  However, we do have some 

recommendations as set out below to inform the next stage of the design development. 

 

Bicycle NSW aligns with feedback made by affiliated Bicycle User Group Ride Blue Mountains. Ride Blue 

Mountains members have worked hard over many years to advocate for better facilities for active travel in 

and around the mountains. They have detailed knowledge of local conditions and we thank them for their 

enormous contribution to bicycle advocacy.  

 

 

https://bicyclensw.org.au/
mailto:council@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
https://yoursay.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/98699/widgets/455318/documents/327680
https://yoursay.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/98699/widgets/455318/documents/327680
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Figure 1: A map showing the locations of Route 1-4 (Source: BMCC) 

 

Recommendations: 
 

• Ensure that the NSW Cycleway Design Toolbox is referenced in all documents 

 

This Toolbox is not currently mentioned in the concept design report. Nor is the Movement and Place 

Framework or the Design of Roads and Streets manual (DORAS).  

 

These documents provide essential information on best-practice active transport infrastructure design. The 

Great Blue Mountains Trail, as a NSW Government-funded project, must adhere to state-led guidance. It is 

therefore important to embed a requirement to comply with the suite of Transport for NSW design guidance 

in all planning and contract documents. 

 

Note that a refreshed version of the Cycleway Design Toolbox will soon be published. Transport hasn't 

confirmed the timing yet, but the revised Toolbox will contain guidance on the use of bollards and other 

terminal treatments, further options for intersection treatments and information on bike parking.  

 
• Advocate for a maximum speed limit for 40km/h for the entire corridor 

 

A 30km/h is proposed for the short High Pedestrian Activity Area sections where bikes will mix with vehicles 

but Council has not suggested additional speed limit changes.  

 

The existing 50km/h speed limit is far too high, given the changed character and usage of the area. 

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files?file=media/documents/2022/Cycleway-Design-Toolbox-Web_0.pdf
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The revised Speed Zoning Standard provides Transport for NSW with greater flexibility in lowering speed 

limits to reduce the risk of conflict. Bicycle NSW urges Blue Mountain City Council to be vocal and consistent 

in advocacy for a lower speed limit on and around the project corridor. 

 

Of course, the benefits extend beyond reduced injuries. Slower traffic encourages more walking and cycling. 

Residents will be more physically active with knock-on gains for the health budget. There will less pollution 

and less need for car parking. 

 

Importantly, lower speed limits allow narrower vehicle and parking lanes, so more road space can be 

allocated to a wider shared path. 

 
• Widen the shared paths to a minimum of 3.0m where possible 

 

2.5m is a minimum width for a shared path, not an optimal width. 

 

We refer Blue Mountains City Council to the Cycleway Design Toolbox and the 2017 Austroads Cycling 

Aspects of Austroads Guides (AP-G88-17) to ensure that the paths are constructed to current best practice. 

The Austroads Guide to Road Design Part 6A: Paths for Walking and Cycling AGRD06A-17 contains the 

following table with suggested regional and recreational shared path widths: 

 

 
 

Additional space could be found by further narrowing vehicle lanes to 2.8-2.9m.  

 

This would have additional benefits of encouraging slower, more cautious driving, even without an official 

speed limit reduction.  

 
• Add bike stencils to the middle of the vehicle lanes 

 

Confident ‘strong and fearless’ bike riders will prefer to ride on the road when the off-road alternative is a 

shared path. They ride at higher speeds than appropriate on a shared path, prefer to avoid navigating 

intersections and driveways, and feel comfortable in traffic.   

 

Standard PS-2 bike symbols alert drivers to the fact that some riders will be using the road, reassure cyclists 

that they should take a primary position, and help all road users share the road safely and patiently.  

 

 

 

https://standards.transport.nsw.gov.au/search-standard-specific/?id=TBA%20-%200006644:2024
https://theconversation.com/busted-5-myths-about-30km-h-speed-limits-in-australia-160547
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• Consider how the path will be used at night 

 

There is currently no funding for lighting along the Great Blue Mountains Trail. It will feel unsafe after dark 

which, as highlighted by Transport for NSW’s Safer Cities Report, will limit its utility for many members of the 

community, particularly women, older people and minority groups. 

 

A CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) analysis will highlight the priority areas for 

intervention. Where lighting is not feasible, careful consideration of signage, linemarking and maintenance 

will help ensure that everyone in the community feels safe - and is safe - to walk and cycle along the 

recreational path.   

 

• Seek advice from the Bicycle User Groups as the detail design is developed  

 

Bicycle NSW’s advocacy partners at Ride Blue Mountains have expert local knowledge. Please consult 

regularly with Ride Blue and other local walking and cycling groups as the plans are refined to ensure that 

local riders can continue to shape the designs.  

 

 

 

Bicycle NSW is very excited by the plans for the Great Blue Mountains Trail. Safe, direct, accessible and 

attractive active transport links are essential for liveable and healthy communities. They ‘roll out the green 

carpet’ for people walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all ages can get around and connect to 

public transport without using a car.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle if you would like any further support or assistance at this stage. 

 

In particular, let us know if and when we can help advocate for elements of the project that fall outside the 

current scope, such as lighting and the Scenic World to Glenraphael Drive link. 

 

We look forward to riding on the Great Blue Mountains Trail in the near future! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Sarah Bickford      Peter McLean 

 

Bike Planner      Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW      Bicycle NSW 

 

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2023/Safer-Cities_Survey-Report_0.pdf

