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Dear Sutherland Shire Council,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the concept plans for new walking and cycling paths on Gannons
Road between Kingsway and Burraneer Park.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has 37 affiliated local
Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we advocate for
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion reducing, low-carbon form of
travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.  

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the construction of a safe, off-road cycleway along this section of
Gannons Road.  
 
Sutherland Shire Council has delivered some high-quality cycling infrastructure over the last 7 years and we are
confident that the Gannons Road paths will build on previous projects to achieve an excellent outcome.

We are particularly pleased to see that a separated bi-directional bicycle path is proposed for 70% or 705.4m of
the 1km alignment. This will be a great step forward for active transport in a very car dependent part of Sydney.

Concerns and recommendations:
Concern: The concept plans lack detail, making it hard to see how and where road space has been reallocated
to create room for the separated paths.  

Recommendation: Bicycle NSW urges Sutherland Shire Council to rigorously apply the Road User Space
Allocation Policy throughout the detailed design stage. Reallocate more road space from car parking where
necessary. If possible, further reduce the length of the shared path, and separate people walking and cycling for
the full project corridor, including through the intersections. 

It appears that the concept design aims to retain many mature trees by adjusting the parking bays and building
out protective kerb extensions. These features will have the added benefit of visually narrowing the vehicle
lanes, encouraging slower driving. This is a hopeful sign that Council will prioritise the delivery of the best
possible walking and cycling paths, the retention of trees and the enhancement of landscaping over the free
storage of private property in the public domain. 

Concern: Two zebra crossings are shown on the east side of Gannons Road. Bike riders using the main active
transport link should not have to dismount to cross roads.
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Recommendation: The raised crossings on Dominic St and Caringbah Road should be priority path
crossings that allow cyclists to ride across.

Concern: The proposed refuge crossing of Burraneer Bay Road on the east side of Gannons does not provide
priority for people walking and cycling. This is not adequate for a regional active transport link that needs to be
safe and attractive for people of all ages and abilities, whether walking, wheeling or riding.  If the crossing cannot
be navigated safely by a 10-year-old, or a parent carrying children on a longtail cargo bike, or an 80-year old on
a mobility scooter, it will be a weak link in an otherwise safe cycleway. 
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Recommendation: This Burranbeer Bay Road crossing should also be a raised priority path crossing.  Use the
yellow colour, or one of the narrow configurations for priority path crossings in the newly revised NSW
Supplement to AS 1742 Manual of uniform traffic control devices, if there is not space for a standard width
priority path crossing.
  
Concern: It is unclear how the bus stops will interact with the sections of shared path. This will require careful
consideration during the detailed design stage to achieve a best-practice outcome. 

Recommendation: Investigate whether bus stop platforms within the parking lane are appropriate. Buses will
then stop in lane. There will be more space for the cycleway, less conflict between bus passengers and path
users, and buses will gain priority by not having to pull in and out of the flow of traffic when pulling up at a bus
stop.

Concern: The concept plans do not mention speed limits. The existing 50km/h speed limit is far too high, given
the area's changed character and usage.

Recommendation: Implement a 30 km/h speed zone in this area. 30km/h speed limits are appropriate around
education facilities and on residential streets. There is a 90% chance of survival for a pedestrian hit at this
speed. The NSW speed limit guidelines have recently received a much-needed update. There are now official
recommendations for 30km/h speed zones, and it is easier for councils to implement change.  Another huge
benefit of lower speed limits is that vehicle lanes can be further narrowed, allowing more road space to be
reallocated to the walking and cycling paths and landscaping, improving amenity for all road users.

Concern: There is no bike parking proposed as part of the project. Shared bikes will be in the Shire very soon. A
street upgrade provides an unmissable opportunity to integrate dedicated parking bays and reduce the risk of
bikes blocking the paths and cluttering the verges.

Recommendation: It is really important to consider where both private and shared bicycles will be parked along
Gannons Road.  Apply the RUSAP where necessary to reallocate on street car parking bays for share bike
parking bays. Add private bike parking at regular intervals in the form of u-rail hoops. 

Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are essential for liveable and healthy communities.
They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all ages can get
around and connect to public transport without using a car. 

Gannons Road has the potential to be a first-class bicycle route. We look forward to riding there in the near
future!  

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle if you would like any further support or assistance at this stage.

Many kind regards,
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Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 1, Tower 1, 201 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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