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Draft Central Coast Walking, Wheeling and Cycling Strategy 

 
Dear Central Coast Council, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft active transport strategy for the Central Coast. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle 

User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support 

improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, 

low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure 

design. 

 

Bicycle NSW strongly supports Central Coast Council’s work to improve path networks to achieve 

the vision of connecting beaches, towns, schools and destinations with active transport 

infrastructure that is accessible and welcoming for people of all ages and abilities. 

 

Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are essential for liveable and healthy 

communities. They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all 

ages can get around and connect to public transport without using a car.  

 

The draft Walking, Wheeling and Cycling Strategy will help to address gaps in the walking and cycling 

networks.  

 

However, we have identified many elements that should be improved to support advocacy for Council and 

State Government funding, and assist all stakeholders to deliver works on the ground. 

 

Bicycle NSW is developing a checklist for cycling strategies and we have used V.01 to assess the draft 

Walking, Wheeling and Cycling Strategy. Items which we consider important are listed under several topics 

Many key items are missing from the draft Strategy and its action plan. The completed checklist is attached. 

There are some specific comments in the table that relate to the draft Walking, Wheeling and Cycling 

Strategy, as well as generic recommendations under most topics. 

 

We would be keen to discuss the checklist with Council and its consultants to understand if the list is 

sufficiently comprehensive or too prescriptive, and how it could be finetuned to help support councils to 

develop best-practice cycling and active transport strategies in the future. 

 

We have not commented on the proposed routes. As stated in the Strategy, the extensive network mapping 

prepared for the 2019 PAMP and Bike Plan remains valid and there are not many changes for this Strategy. 

Bicycle NSW aligns with feedback on the bike network provided over many years by affiliated Central 

Coast Bicycle User Group. CCBUG members have worked hard to advocate for better facilities for active 
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travel on the Central Coast. They have detailed knowledge of local conditions and we thank them for their 

enormous contribution to bicycle advocacy.  

 

However, we would like to use this opportunity to confirm our strong support for the development of the 

Caves Beach to Budgewoi Coastal Trail proposed by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. This is 

a vital strategic link in the NSW Coastal Cycleway. It is critical that a shared user path is delivered along the 

full length of the project to create a much-needed connection between the excellent path networks of the 

Central Coast and Lake Macquarie. 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if you would like any further support or assistance at this 

stage. In particular, let us know if and when we can help advocate to the NSW Government for grant funding 

and the delivery of projects on its assets. 

 

We look forward to exploring the new and existing path network on the Central Coast in the near future! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Sarah Bickford      Peter McLean 

 

Bike Planner      Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW      Bicycle NSW 

 


