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Dear City of Parramatta,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plans for Stages 2 and 3 of the Finlaysons Creek Trail.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle User
Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities
for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is
quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.  

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the proposals for new walking and cycling paths along Finlayson Creek
between Darcy Road and Veron Street in Wentworthville.

The trail will link the existing Finlaysons Creek shared path in the Cumberland LGA with Milson Park in Westmead,
and provide new  accessible connections between the M4 Cycleway, the Parramatta Park, and the T-Way Cycleway
and the Parramatta Valley Cycleway. It will help local residents reach important destinations, such as Westmead
Hospital and Parramatta CBD, and public transport.

The Finlaysons Creek Trail will fill a major missing link in the regional cycling network, as shown in Figure 1:

Figure 1: The extract from TfNSW Cycleway finder shows how the Finlayson Creek trail fills a gap between two existing shared paths 

It will deliver just under 1km of the City of Parramatta’s excellent all-ages and abilities safe bike network, as shown in
Figure 2:
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Figure 2: And extract from the Parramatta Bike Plan 2024 show how Finlayson Creek trail completes a section of a City of Parramatta regional bike
network.

The project has many highlights:

Separate paths will be provided for people walking and cycling for most of the alignment. This will reduce
conflict between path users moving at differnet speeds and ensure the route will accommodate the area's
growing population into future decades.
Lighting along the paths will help ensure the trail is welcoming and accessible to more community members,
more of the time.
New bridges over the creek will create access to the active transport links from neighbouring residential areas.
An elevated boardwalk under the railway line will provide a direct connection, avoiding long detours via nearby
roads or Wentworthville Station
New trees and landscaping will create a greener, more attractive creek corridor with high-amenity open spaces
and parklands. Offset planting at a ratio of 2:1 will prioritise local and native trees.

Our only concern is the crossing of Darcy Road which requires navigating a multi- lane roundabout with only a small
refuge to assist pedestrians and bike riders. This crossing is dangerous for everyone, but it is a major barrier to the
safe use of the new paths for younger, older and less mobile members of the community. 

We urge City of Parramatta to continue working with Transport for NSW on a crossing solution so that path users of
all ages and abilities can cross Darcy Road safely.
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Bicycle NSW looks forward to riding on the new Finlaysons Creek Trail in the near future.

We thank City of Parramatta for its ongoing work at the forefront of cycling infrastructure delivery. Safe, direct,
accessible and attractive active transport links are essential for liveable and healthy communities. They ‘roll out the
green carpet’ for people walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all ages can get around and connect to
public transport without using a car. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle if you would like any further support or assistance at this stage. In particular,
let us know if and when we can help advocate to Transport for NSW for elements of the project that fall outside the
current scope, such as the crossing of Darcy Road.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 1, Tower 1, 201 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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