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Dear Transport for NSW,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the discussion paper for a Walkable NSW.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle User
Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities
for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is
quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.  

Although we primarily represent the needs of bike riders, we recognise that walking is the foundation of most
journeys. Both walking and cycling are fundamental to healthier communities, safer streets and more inclusive places.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the development of a Walking Strategy for NSW.

The discussion paper accurately diagnoses the issues restraining walking. The evidence is clear on what is needed to
enhance walkability.  

However, we are very concerned that critical tools to make streets safer for people walking are overlooked: 

Transport for NSW's very own Road User Space Allocation (RUSA) Policy is not mentioned at all!
The Healthy Streets framework is ignored, despite Transport for NSW commissioning an excellent but
unpublished Healthy Streets business case in 2019.
Even more alarmingly, there is not one mention of 30km/h speed limits - the global best practice speed limit for
local streets, town centres, activity centres, school zones and wherever cycling routes need to use vehicle
lanes.
There is no road user hierarchy that clearly communicates the priority for people walking.
The opportunity presented by changes to the Roads Act Review is only mentioned once. If the recommended
reforms are adopted, the revised Roads Act will create the legislative framework for much better streets and
places.
Car parking is not discussed, and nor is the need to rethink the use of the kerb to facilitate high-quality
pedestrian infrastructure.
The urgent need to overhaul the NSW Road Rules is not highlighted. The rules relating to micromobility have
many gaps and inconsistencies that confuse all road users.  

This does not imbue confidence that the NSW Government is serious about pedestrian safety and walkability.

Bicycle NSW urges Transport for NSW to adopt a statewide strategy that genuinely changes how NSW plans, funds
and delivers walking.  The final walking strategy must have:

a prescriptive, structured action plan
a commitment to maintain a continuous, predictable, and significantly higher, flow of funding for infrastructure
and behaviour change programs.
measurable targets for increasing walking rates and reducing car dependency that hold bureaucrats to
account, including the Network Operations team.
a governance framework modeled on international best practice that removes voluntary compliance with
corporate policies

These topics were covered comprehensively in our March 2025 submission to the Road Act Review. We urge the
Walkable NSW team to review the recommendations we made in that submission.
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Some particularly relevant extracts are below:

We also refer the team to Bicycle NSW's recent advocacy that an active transport specialist must review each
transport and development project, however minor. This work would include checking the design against local and
state active transport strategies, consulting with council staff, providing technical guidance and overseeing
construction. Implementing a systemic active transport review process would deliver significant and multigenerational
impact. 

Of course, Bicycle NSW can supply a long list of recommendations for the action plan. No-one will be surprised
that we will suggest lower speed limits, frequent crossings, wider footpaths, connected and step-free path networks,
lighting, art and delight, trees and landscaping, and copious places to dwell.

At this stage, we want to highlight four specific recommendations:

Reduce school zone speed limits to 30km/h, and extend the school zone to 500m around every school
campus. 

Improve footpaths and crossings within 500m of every school so they can be safely and independently
navigated by people aged 8-80.

The community will be supportive of changes that benefit children. With a laser sharp focus on schools,
1km wide islands of walkability will spread across our towns and cities, triggering more widespread
transformation. 

Establish a specialist team to review traffic signal phasing every 5 years and make adjustments to improve the
level of service for pedestrians and bike riders. 

London has a great model. Significant resources are allocated to reviewing the optimal phasing of every
light, every 5 years. The Timing Review Programme (TRP) adjusts 1200, or 20%, of the city’s traffic
signals annually. Time savings for pedestrians and bus passengers are the key metric used to
determine success.

Provide a safe crossing between every pair of bus stops.

It is a little acknowledged fact that half the people getting off a bus need to cross the road to reach their
destination. A dedicated program to connect bus stops would transform the accessibility of the suburbs
and significantly reduce the barrier caused by busy roads.
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Bicycle NSW CEO Peter McLean looks forward to exploring critical questions around funding, governance, capability
and targets at the roundtable next week.

Many kind regards,

 
Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 1, Tower 1, 201 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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