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Extending the Goods Line 

 

Dear Lord Mayor, 

 

I am writing to enquire if you have any information about the status of the project to refurbish the heritage 

underpass that connects the southern end of the Goods Line with Regent Street and Mortuary Station. 

 

In 2022, then-Minister for Active Transport Rob Stokes announced that the tunnel would be opened to people 

walking and cycling as part of an ambitious vision for the Central Station precinct. However, there had been no 

more news. 

 

The tunnel runs under Henry Deane Plaza, the NSW Government office complex located between Railway 

Square and the Devonshire Street Tunnel (Figure 1). This site was due to be redeveloped as a multi-tower 

office development but the project stalled after the Central Precinct plans were shelved. 

 

Bicycle NSW has identified an opportunity to progress the conversion of the heritage tunnel into a 

walking and cycling link. 

 

      
Figure 1: The Henry Deane Plaza complex dates from 2001 and has been empty for many years. The Goods Line runs under the building 

and emerges on the southern side (right). 

 
Developer Fraser has lodged a State Significant Development application to adaptively reuse the existing 

commercial buildings for a large co-living and student accommodation precinct. The street-level public 

thoroughfares will undergo major public domain upgrades. 

 

https://bicyclensw.org.au/
mailto:cmoore@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CcNYutp7q/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CcNYutp7q/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/20-30-lee-street-sydney-co-living-development
https://www.facebook.com/share/1Ck4WR4Snp/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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I would to encourage the City of Sydney to advocate to the NSW Government that the tunnel is refurbished 

and opened as a condition of this development. 

 

There are many benefits to the project: 

 

• Heritage: The public would gain access to the oldest piece of rail infrastructure in NSW. The section is 

question is only 210m long (Figure 2) and in very good condition.  

 

• Connectivity: The link would fill a key gap in the City of Sydney bike network (Figure 3), creating a direct, 

attractive and comfortable route between Redfern/Chippendale and Chinatown/Darling Harbour around 

the western side of Central Station. At present, conditions are very hostile here so bike riders use Prince 

Alfred Park on the eastern side of the station which is much less direct. 

 

• Safety: It would allow people walking and cycling to avoid two major road crossings of Broadway and Lee 

Street.  

 

• Placemaking: There would be much-needed impetus to finally open Mortuary Station and its gardens for 

public use, and rejuvenate the tired public domain at the southern end of the existing Goods Line. 

 

   
 

Figure 2: The location of the Goods Line extension        Figure 3: An extract from the City of Sydney’s bike network plan       

      highlighting how the Goods line extension would complete a key route.  

 
Some photos showing the tunnel and its surrounds are at the end of the letter. 
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I have also written to the Minister for Transport and the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces about this 

matter. 

 

I thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing your thoughts. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter McLean 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW 
 

 

 

cc: 

 

Tanya Plibersek MP   Federal Member for Sydney    Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au 

Alex Greenwich MP   Member for Sydney    sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Kobi Shetty MP    Member for Balmain   balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Jenny Leong MP    Member for Newtown    newtown@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Tegan Mitchell    President, WalkSydney   tegan.mitchell@walksydney.org 

  

 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35 

affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and 

we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-

reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct 

infrastructure design. 
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Former Minister Stokes with 

transport heritage Specialist Emma 

McGirr in August 2022 

 

Looking into the tunnel 

from the southern end of 

the existing Goods Line 

The tunnel emerges from 

under the Heany Deane 

plaza complex 

The disused rail line to 

Mortuary Station 

The attractive heritage 

station complex is fenced 

off 


