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The Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP  

Minister for Roads  
 

The Hon. John Graham MLC 

Minister for Transport 
 

Parliament of New South Wales 

52 Martin Place 

Sydney NSW 2000 

10th August 2026 

Via email and the ministerial webform 

 

 

 

Dobroyd Parade pedestrian bridge – project review requested  
 

 

Dear Minister Aitchison and Minister Graham, 

 

WalkSydney and Bicycle NSW share the NSW Government's vision for a Sydney where walking and riding 

are the easy, obvious choice for short local trips. Projects like the GreenWay show what is possible when the 

community is put first - and how enthusiastically people respond.  

 

Unfortunately, the proposed pedestrian bridge over Dobroyd Parade at Waratah Street, Haberfield, pulls in 

the opposite direction.  

 

We understand that a construction contract is due to be awarded soon. We are writing to ask you to 

urgently review the project before public money is committed. 

 

As we set out in a 2023 submission to Transport for NSW, the removal of the at-grade crossing of Dobroyd 

Parade will sever the local walking and cycling network, with serious impacts on trips to schools, parks and 

sports facilities.  

 

This does not represent transport equity. Motorists will effortlessly glide past the intersection while people 

walking and riding have to use lifts or multiple flights of stairs to climb over the motor traffic. The crossing is 

close to Dobroyd Point Public School. It links Haberfield with Iron Cove Creek, Timbrell Park, Reg Coady 

Reserve and the Livvi's Place inclusive playground. Children and bike riders will bear the brunt of an 

inconvenient and unnecessary detour.  

 

The pedestrian bridge was designed many years ago as part of WestConnex to ease traffic flow associated 

with the M4 East extension before the Rozelle Interchange opened.  That interchange has since opened, 

carrying M4 East tunnel traffic through to Rozelle rather than exiting at Dobroyd Parade.  

 

The traffic case used to justify removing an at-grade crossing should be re-tested against current 

operating conditions, not modelling that predates them. We also would also like the project cost to be 

confirmed and weighed against alternatives before awarding the contract.  

 

The bridge’s proponents claimed that that it is needed to address pedestrian safety. But there are many 

much more affordable ways of improving safety for people walking and cycling – such as lower speed limits, 

wider medians and longer ‘green man’ crossing periods. 

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/ministers
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/231207-Dobroyd-Parade-Pedestrian-Bridge-Bicycle-NSW-submission.pdf
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We are therefore asking you to: 

 

1. Pause the contract award pending a review of the (a) project's strategic justification, (b) its 

consistency with the Movement and Place framework, the Road User Space Allocation Policy and the 

NSW Government's own goals for walking and riding, and (c) whether a different solution would address 

any current concerns that Transport for NSW has about this stretch of City West Link.   

 

2. If the project proceeds, revisit the design to ensure it works for people walking and riding and 

makes a positive contribution to Haberfield and Five Dock.  The scope should include (a) providing 

a rideable, continuous connection from Waratah Street to the current and future Iron Cove Creek shared 

path and Ingham Avenue, (b) delivering a fit-for-purpose crossing of Iron Cove Creek within this 

contract, rather than deferring it to councils, (c) retaining an accessible at-grade crossing for people 

walking and riding, and (d) delivering other active transport links in the area including improvements to 

the dangerous Dobroyd Parade / Mortley Ave / Timbrell Drive intersection and separated cycleways on 

Ramsey Street. 

 

 

Every walking and riding organisation that looked at this project raised the same concerns in submissions in 

2023, alongside the local community.  

 

At a cost of several million dollars, a pedestrian bridge represents a significant investment in a structure that 

discourages the very walking and riding the Government is working hard to grow elsewhere. That money 

would go much further on connections that invite people in, rather than send them up and over. 

 

WalkSydney and Bicycle NSW would welcome the opportunity to discuss these requests further and look 

forward to your response. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tegan Mitchell      Peter McLean     

 

President      Chief Executive Officer 

WalkSydney      Bicycle NSW 

tegan.mitchell@walksydney.org    peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au  

 

 

 

cc:   

Kathryn Crestani  Director Active Transport, TfNSW    kathryn.crestani@transport.nsw.gov.au 

Michelle Veljanovska Executive Director Active Transport and Vibrancy michelle.veljanovska@transport.nsw.gov.au 

Josh Murray   Secretary, TfNSW     secretary@transport.nsw.gov.au 

Tim Selby   Director Active Transport Integration, TfNSW  tim.selby@transport.nsw.gov.au 

Jo Haylen MP                   Member for Summer Hill                summerhill@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Stephanie Di Pasqua MP  Member for Drummoyne    drummoyne@parliament.nsw.gov.au  

Cllr Darcy Byrne  Mayor, Inner West Council    Darcy.Byrne@innerwest.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 

Bicycle NSW is a non-profit membership organisation operating in NSW that represents the interests of people 

who ride bikes. Bicycle NSW has been promoting bicycle use, behaviour change and effective bicycle user 

mailto:tegan.mitchell@walksydney.org
mailto:peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au
mailto:drummoyne@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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environments since it was established in 1976. Since then, Bicycle NSW has been responsible for many active 

transport infrastructure outcomes and supporting thousands of people of all ages to safely utilise bicycles for 

transport and recreational purposes.   

 

WalkSydney is the peak body advocating for walking in the Greater Sydney Region. Our vision is for 

walking to be the first choice for short trips around Sydney. 
 

WalkSydney has three key asks: 

·       30 km/h urban default speed 

·       Streets that are safe and easy to cross 

·       Pedestrian priority over cars 
 

WalkSydney is a member of the Better Streets coalition, a collection of hundreds of community 

organisations advocating for better, healthier and safer streets in Australia 

 


