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Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street cycleways

Dear City of Sydney,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the review of environmental factors (REF) for the
cycleways on Moore Park Road, Paddington, and Fitzroy Street, Surry Hills.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has more than 35
affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and
we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-
reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct
infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW strongly supports the proposal to make the Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street
cycleways permanent.

Once the REF is determined, City of Sydney plans to replace the existing ‘pop-up’ facility with a permanent
installation. Temporary bolt-down barriers will be exchanged for stronger, safer and more attractive concrete
separators. Pavement and line marking will be renewed.

Why we support permanent cycleways on Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street

The Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street corridor (Figure 1) serves an important role in Sydney's cycling
network, providing access to sports fields, parklands, Central Station and the south of the CBD.

These cycleways support a significant number of cycling trips. The Transport for NSW counter located
halfway along Moore Park Road provides the data. Weekly trips on Moore Park Road have increased from
approximately 2,000 in 2021 to more than 6,000 in 2026, a 225% increase. On peak weekdays, 1,200
people cycle on this route. Usage has averaged 800 people a day over winter. The average for March 2026
was 908. This is a 64% increase from the March 2025 figure of 555.

That 800 includes many people who would not feel safe enough to cycle if the cycleway was removed.
Parents with children in cargo bikes doing the school run. Women and older people. Tourists and people
new to cycling in Sydney who need the ‘invitation to ride’ provided by separated infrastructure.

Without the cycleway, some will stop riding, some will ride on the footpath, and some will put themselves in
danger on the road.

The Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street cycleways are safe. There have been no reported fatal or serious
injuries in the last 6 years - compared to one fatal and 4 serious injuries in the 5 years before the cycleways
opened.
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Why the Oxford Street East Cycleway must also proceed

The Oxford Street East Cycleway is progressing slowly and will one day provide a safe and direct route from
Bondi Junction to Taylor Square. Thankfully, the City of Sydney’s great work on Oxford Street West has put
additional pressure on Transport for NSW to proceed with this project.

However, the Moore Park Road and Fitzroy Street cycleways serve different journeys, different destinations
and different desire lines.

Protected cycleways are essential on BOTH corridors to provide accessible, safe and affordable transport
options for the growing population of the Eastern Suburbs. That is why both routes are in the City’s adopted
Cycling Strategy and Action Plan 2018-2030 (Figure 1).

The Oxford Street East Cycleway will complement the Moore Park Road Cycleway. And even if they were
parallel routes, it is very unlikely that Moore Park Road will lose riders to Oxford Street East. In fact, both

routes will work together to encourage more cycling — as happened on College St when Castlereagh St
opened. This is the network effect.

Several factors have accelerated cycling in the City of Sydney recently and this will continue:

e Eastern suburbs residents, workers and visitors have been encouraged to ride with the opening of the
Oxford Street West, Castlereagh Street, College Street and Bondi Junction cycleways. Good
infrastructure clearly induces demand.

¢ Share bike have become more accessible and much cheaper, leading to an explosion in use. Recent
data shows that there were 116% more trips in the City of Sydney between January and June 2026
compared to the same period in 2025.

e The high cost of fuel and gaps in the reliability and convenience of public transport have added more
riders to the routes.

The rapid growth in cycling over the last year is exciting proof of the concept the City of Sydney has
championed for 20 years.
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Further recommendations

o Provide plenty of bike parking along the corridor

This includes dedicated bays for share bikes in multiple locations. Accommodating share bikes must be
integral to the project, not an afterthought. Also consider creating suitable spaces for food delivery workers to
park and rest.

e Strongly resist the closure of the cycleway on event days

As shown by the huge numbers of share bikes in the stadium precinct on event days, cycling is a popular,
sustainable mode of transport for patrons and should be supported and facilitated. Venues NSW and
Transport for NSW could reallocate road space to create a detour, or sign the cycleway and adjacent
footpath as a temporary shared zone for event days. Document the closure protocol explicitly in the final
REF, defining what triggers a closure, how many days a year are affected, and what alternative route will be
provided.

e Work closely with Transport for NSW, Greater Sydney Parklands and Woollahra Council to
develop solutions for future projects that replace the shared path sections at each end of
Moore Park Road and improve cyclist level of service at the complex intersections.

We understand that there will be no change to the overall configuration of the existing temporary cycleways
as part of this scope of works. The REF does not include plans to improve the shared path sections at each
end of Moore Park Road, or the signalised intersections. To do this would take years of multi-stakeholder
work that overlaps with other projects underway, significantly delaying the upgrades set out in the REF.
Howevers, it is important to continue to advocate for long-term upgrades, and ensure these are shown on
masterplans and other planning documents for the area.

e Seek advice from Bicycle User Groups as the detailed design is developed

Bicycle NSW’s advocacy partners at BIKEast have expert local knowledge, gained from decades of cycling
in and around Moore Park and Paddington. BIKEast members have worked hard over many years to
advocate for better facilities for active travel in Sydney’s east. We are very grateful for their detailed
knowledge of local conditions and their enormous contribution to bicycle advocacy. Please consult regularly
with BIKEast as the plans are refined to ensure that local riders can continue to shape the designs.

Bicycle NSW is very excited by the plans for this important active transport corridor.

Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are not a nice-to-have in high density precincts.
They are an absolutely essential foundation for development. They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people
walking and cycling, and ensure that residents of all ages can get around and connect to public transport
with using a car.

We thank City of Sydney for its passionate and ongoing leadership in developing an all-ages-and-abilities
cycling network.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist any further with advocacy for Moore Park
Road and Fitzroy Street. We look forward to riding on the permanent cycleways very soon!
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Yours sincerely,

Sl Yacd

Sarah Bickford

Bike Planner
Bicycle NSW
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Peter McLean

Chief Executive Officer
Bicycle NSW
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