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Sarah Bickford <sarah.bickford@bicyclensw.org.au> 1 September 2026 at 10:31
To: mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Cc: Melissa Derwent <melissa.derwent@gmail.com>, Trist <tristo77k@gmail.com>, nmort@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au,
Peter Mahoney <pmahoney@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au>, Peter McLean <peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>, Dominic
Galvin <dom.galvin@gmail.com>, tgao@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au, Natalie Cleary <nataliecleary51@gmail.com>

Dear Georges River Council,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plans for Penshurst town centre.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for nearly fifty years, and has more than 30 affiliated
local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support
improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon
form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

Bicycle NSW is always very supportive of work to upgrade the public realm in town centres in NSW. These
projects have transformative impacts on livability, business vibrancy and the community's sense of pride.

We are very pleased that the needs of bike riders have been considered. Many public domain masterplans neglect
cycling altogether! Note that we lack local knowledge of the Penshurst context and therefore cannot comment on all
elements of the plans.

The proposals will deliver sections of the identified regional routes that pass through the town centre. It is fantastic to
see dedicated bicycle paths on the proposed cycleway network plan and the Public Domain Plan. Georges River is
clearly planning a much more ambitious and fit-for purpose network than was proposed in the 2021 Transport
Strategy, which showed the routes as shared paths or mixed traffic on road routes.

However, Bicycle NSW has several concerns about the plans:

» Mixed traffic cycling is proposed for the centre of Penshurst. This will create a major gap in the network for less
confident bike riders and children. A 'Quietway’ is a possible treatment for a town centre, but there must be
traffic filtering to reduce traffic volumes to very low levels. It doesn't work if there are frequent buses, and the
speed limit must be no more than 30km/h. 30km/h limits are not mentioned anywhere in the report!

Recommendation: The Quietway treatments must align with the NSW Cycleway Design Toolbox. Penshurst Street
may not be suitable for a Quietway without significant changes to traffic volumes and bus routing - both of which
should be investigated as part of the masterplanning work.
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Figure 1: The artist's impression shows a bike rider squeezed between a bus and a car on the future Penshurst Street.

¢ The mixed traffic Quietway proposed for Penshurst Street ends at Austral Street with no indication of how bike
riders will transition to a safe facility, or how the current plans will accommodate the future separated cycleway
on Penshurst Street north of Austral.

Recommendation: The public domain plans must consider how the Austral / Penshurst intersection will connect to
the future separated bicycle path so the council can avoid expensive reconstruction. For example, which side of the
road will the bicycle path go on? How will bike riders transition onto the Quietway? Do the vehicle and parking lanes
need to be reconfigured now to ensure there is space for the bicycle path? Is a raised priority path crossing needed,
and where?

Georges River should also provide an interim solution, such as a shared path, or best practice on-road markings (see
this recent submission to Cumberland Council for more advice) to ensure that bike riders can continue north towards
Beverley Hills in the short term.

STREET VIEW

Figure 2: The public domain works must consider the future changes to Penshurst Street north of Austral
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Figure 3: The cycleway network plan clearly shows the separated cycleways

« Nothing has been proposed to help bike riders cross the railway line, or improve the footpath network over the
bridge.

Recommendation: There needs to be a shared path or a bicycle path over the bridge on Bridge Street. It may be
possible to narrow vehicle lanes to create space. Alternatively, could one-way traffic be considered so road space can
be reallocated to walking and cycling?

Figure 4: There is currently a narrow footpath on the east side only, and nowhere for safe for bike riders.
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Figure 5: Where is this lady meant to go? There is no footpath on the west side of the bridge and nowhere to cross the road.

« Small areas for bike parking have been indicated but these are unlikely to be adequate for the shared bikes
that the community wants to use to connect with trains, buses and everyday destinations.

Recommendation: Provide plenty of simple hoop bike racks outside shops and community facilities. Include
dedicated on-street parking bays for share bikes. Remember that 10 bikes can park in the space used by one car.
Accommodating share bikes must be integral to the project, not an afterthought. Also consider providing suitable
spaces for food delivery workers to park and rest.

Bicycle NSW urges Georges River Council to develop a clear and well-resolved solution to town centre cycling
facilities before making changes to the public domain that may lock out future delivery.

We understand that low speed limits and changes to parking to accommodate separated cycleways are challenging to
implement in an a very car-dependant LGA, but the status quo is not an option. People need safe and viable
alternatives to driving - whatever their age and ability - if Penshurst is to remain liveable as the population grows.

There are tried-and-tested design solutions and engagement strategies that can help Georges River successfully put
people before cars.

Our final recommendation: Seek advice from the local bicycle groups (Bicycle User Groups) as the detailed design
is developed. Bicycle NSW’s advocacy partners at St George BUG have expert local knowledge, gained from
decades of cycling in and around Georges River. Please consult regularly with St George BUG and Bicycle NSW as
the plans are refined to ensure that local riders can continue to shape the designs.

Bicycle NSW looks forward to working with Georges River Council and the councillors to maximise the opportunities
offered by the public domain upgrade to make Penshurst better for bike riding.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner
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