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Sarah Bickford <sarah.bickford@bicyclensw.org.au> 10 September 2026 at 15:27
To: Soma Somaskanthan <soma.somaskanthan@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>, Council@cumberland.nsw.gov.au

Cc: Rob Kemp <robkemp@tpg.com.au>, James Zeng <James.Zeng@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>, Clr Enver Yasar
<enver.yasar@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>, Peter McLean <peter.mclean@bicyclensw.org.au>, Scott Kavanagh
<scott.kavanagh@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>

Dear Cumberland Council,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the concept plans for three more strategic cycleway corridors in
Cumberland.

Apologies for the late response, and the lack of promotion through our comms channels. Bicycle NSW only became
aware that the projects were on exhibition on the closing day through a post on CliIr Yasar's Facebook page.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, and has 37 affiliated local Bicycle
User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we advocate for facilities for
pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is quiet,
efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

As set out in our May submission to the plans for Corridors 2, 3 and 12, Bicycle NSW strongly supports
Cumberland’s efforts to progress key cycleway corridors using cost-effective treatments.

However, we are again concerned about aspects of the designs for Corridor 1: Pemulwuy to Merryland, Corridor 16:
Lidcombe to Guildford and Corridor 17: Pendle Hill to Greystanes.

Concern:

The on-road sections will not deliver safe facilities for community members of all ages and abilities to reach daily
destinations such as public transport, schools and shops. In particular, the plans propose installing (or reinforcing
existing) 'door lane' painted bike lanes for sections of the routes, as shown in this extract from the Corridor 16 plans:
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Recommendation:
We request that Cumberland Council refer to the May submission (attached) for advice on lane marking that will

improve safety.

This submission also urged Council to consider any on-road sections as an interim solution while developing a
Toolbox-compliant facility. Possible facility types include Quietways, one- or two-way bicycle paths or shared paths.
If there is no viable way to develop a Toolbox-compliant cycling facility on a particular road, then this route shouldn't
be in the Cumberland Walking and Cycling Strategy.

Concern:

It is unclear if any upgrades are planned where the shared paths cross side street intersections. The drawings lack
detail but it appears that the kerb ramps are angled towards the busier road, and force people walking and cycling to
cross at the widest point.

This is not adequate for a regional active transport link that needs to be safe and attractive for people of all ages and
abilities, whether walking, wheeling or riding. If the crossing cannot be navigated safely by a 10-year-old, or a parent
carrying children on a longtail cargo bike, or an 80-year old on a mobility scooter, it will be a weak link in an
otherwise safe cycleway.
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Recommendation:

Consider upgrading intersections with kerb extensions to narrow the crossing distance and slow turning cars.
Realign the kerb ramp to the direction of travel. If possible, provide a raised priority path crossing or continuous
footpath treatment. This can be 'bent back' from the intersection to provide space for a turning driver to wait and
encourage slower cycling.

Northern Beaches Council has installed some best-practice intersection treatments in the new Frenchs Forest Active
Transport Network. For inspiration, please review the plans and photographs on the project page.
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Concern:

Although tree loss is not discussed in the plans, widening footpaths to meet shared path standards usually results in
the loss of tree canopy and landscaped verges. Climate change is increasing the frequency of very hot days in
Western Sydney. It is essential to find opportunities to add greenery and canopy when reconfiguring streets.

Recommendation:

Consider planting trees in landscaped beds located in the road space between parked cars. This will provide shade,
break down the visual dominance of lines of parked cars and reduce vehicle speed. Remember that tree canopy,
and the amenity and safety of people walking and cycling, are more important than a handful of parking spaces -
particularly in areas where all houses have off-street parking.

Note that the Road User Space Allocation Policy, first published by Transport for NSW in early 2021, has recently
been updated with a much stronger mandate to find a better balance between movement and place. The policy
provides local governments with a powerful lever to prioritise road space for active transport. The TFNSW Road User
Space Allocation Procedure contains guidance on the application of the policy.

Concern:
The concept plans do not mention speed limits. The existing 50km/h speed limit is far too high, given the area's
changed character and usage.

Recommendation:
Review the speed zones and set more appropriate speed limits along each strategic cycleway corridor. Council must
aspire to a 30km/h limit for sections of the cycleway that will become a Toolbox-compliant Quietway.

The NSW speed limit guidelines have recently received a much-needed update. There are now official
recommendations for 30km/h speed zones, and it is easier for councils to implement change. Another huge benefit

of lower speed limits is that vehicle lanes can be narrowed, allowing more road space to be reallocated to the
walking and cycling paths and landscaping, improving amenity for all road users.

Finally, we ask Council to consult with the local advocates at CAMWEST to gather ideas for optimising the design
and the alignment of the cycleways.

It is important to make the best possible interventions to achieve safer cycling conditions in the short term as part of
the longer-term roll-out of the local and regional active transport network.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist any further with advocacy for these projects.
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Scott Kavanagh <Scott.Kavanagh@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>

Date: Thu, 21 May 2026 at 08:54

Subject: RE: Bicycle NSW submission: Three Cumberland cycleway corridor proposals

To: Sarah Bickford <sarah.bickford@bicyclensw.org.au>, Rob Kemp <robkemp@tpg.com.au>
Cc: Soma Somaskanthan <Soma.Somaskanthan@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>, James Zeng
<James.Zeng@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>

Good morning, Sarah & Rob,

| Just want to acknowledge the responses received from BicycleNSW and CAMWEST for the three corridors.

Firstly, thankyou both for the tremendous amount of effort put into the responses and the valuable feedback
provided.

The team are working on implementing the recommendations and suggestions where possible, particularly those
suggestions that are low cost, those that improve safety and issues that have been flagged with the proposed
routes.

Over the next 6-12 months the Cumberland Local Transport Forum will begin to consider the implementation of the
preferred routes consulted including line marking and signage for On-Road Sections. Simultaneously we will be
working on the shared user path designs and implementing if they align with the consulted plans, considering the
constraints CAMWEST identified, small links to improve the user network and overall connectivity.

The first of these will be presented at the June Cumberland Local Transport forum for Corridor 2 — focusing on
Factory St. While the alternate route suggested is acknowledged, for the reasons mentioned in the CAMWEST
Submission, Factory St is the preferred route for Council. The detailed design ensures the PS-2 bicycle symbols are
centralised within marked travel lanes and provides intersection and driveway treatments to improve safety. The
report will also note comments around consideration for future measures consistent with the Cycleway Toolbox to
continue to improve the network noting your comments below and within Rob's submission.

We will then turn our attention to some of the more detailed suggestions for Corridor 3 & 12. | would love to get
Rob's expertise and comments offered if he is still willing.

Kind Regards,
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Scott

CUMBERLAND
CITY COUNCIL

SCOTT KAVANAGH
COORDINATOR ENGINEERING SERVICES

16 Memorial Avenue, PO Box 42 Merrylands NSW 2160
T +61 2 8757 9257

E Scott.Kavanagh@cumberland.nsw.gov.au

W www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au

From: Sarah Bickford <sarah.bickford @bicyclensw.org.au>

Sent: Thursday, 14 May 2026 1:22 PM

To: Records Department <council@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>; Daniel Cavallo <Daniel.Cavallo@cumberland.
nsw.gov.au>; Clr Enver Yasar <enver.yasar@cumberland.nsw.gov.au>; Rob Kemp <robkemp@tpg.com.au>
Subject: Bicycle NSW submission: Three Cumberland cycleway corridor proposals

Dear Soma and team,

Please find attached feedback from Bicycle NSW on the plans to develop key strategic cycleway corridors in the
Cumberland.

Although Bicycle NSW strongly supports Cumberland’s efforts to progress these projects in a cost-effective manner,
we are very concerned that the proposed upgrades will not deliver safe facilities that can be used by community
members of all ages and abilities to reach daily destinations such as public transport, schools and shops.

Bicycle NSW has not commented on the exhibited alignment. We defer to CAMWEST’s submissions for Corridors 2,
3 and 12 and confirm that we fully support CAMWEST'’s recommendations.

Instead, we have made recommendations to improve the line marking and urge Council to consider any on-road
sections as an interim solution while a Toolbox-compliant facility is developed.

It is important to make the best possible interventions to achieve safer cycling conditions in the short term as part of
the longer-term roll-out of the local and regional active transport network.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist any further with advocacy for these projects.

Many kind regards,
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