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Dear Transport for NSW,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the updated concept plans for Mona Vale Road West.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle User
Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel
that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.

It is very positive that the proposal includes an end-to-end shared user path (SUP), as required by the
Transport for NSW Providing for Walking and Cycling in Transport Projects Policy.

However, we are concerned that the SUP will be merely functional rather than attractive, unless strong conditions for
shade, landscaping, separation from traffic and safe side street crossings are deeply embedded in the contract and
the scope of works.

The SUP must 'roll out the green carpet' for new or inexperienced riders. The designer should aim to inspire local
residents to leave the car at home and cycle or walk, for short trips, local errands and access to bus stops.

Recommendations:

¢ Include the missing SUP east of Powderworks Road in the scope of works. A continuous shared path to Mona
Vale town centre was a condition of consent for Mona Vale Road East but the contractors packed up and left
without even building a footpath for 2km east of Powderworks Road. Although retrofitting a shared path now
presents a challenge, a solution must be found in collaboration with Northern Beaches Council, NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service and Bicycle User Groups.

e Aim for a consistent 3.0m width for the SUP

* Ensure that there is some separation between the SUP and the vehicle lanes - ideally a landscaped verge at
least 1m wide. Walking or cycling right next to fast vehicles is very unpleasant.
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Figure 1: The shared path alongside Warringah Road between Allambie Road and Frenchs Forest has no buffer and it feels unsafe. It is not suitable for
children or less confident riders.

« Ensure the intersections provide the best possible conditions for vulnerable road users.

o Remove slip lanes. Slip lanes have no place in a 2026 road proposal. They create tedious multi-stage
road crossings, take up valuable public space, make walking less attractive and prioritise vehicles
above all other road users.

Do not rely on refuges to assist pedestrians. These are not safe for vulnerable road users.
Design the traffic signal phasing to give people walking and cycling a high level of service.
Ensure that unsignalised crossings of side streets are raised ‘priority path crossings’ that do not
require bike riders to dismount.

o Finally, do not allow any pedestrian crossing legs to disappear from the plans!

Figure 2: Unprotected crossings like this one on the Warringah Road SUP are difficult to use. The kerb ramps point out towards the vehicle lanes on an
80km/h road (imagine using that in a wheelchair). There is nothing to slow turning vehicles. Would any parent allow their child to use this SUP
independently?

¢ Provide connections to all existing and future bicycle routes that intersect with the Mona Vale Road SUP. The
future bike network must be shown on ALL design and construction plans, alongside relevant Strategic
Cycleway and Blue-Green Grid corridors, to ensure that opportunities to create connections are not missed.
Consult with Northern Beaches Council, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and Bicycle User Groups
to update and refine the future network.
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Figure 3: The changes to the intersection with McCarrs Creek Road must consider several local routes in Terrey Hills.

* Plant trees alongside the SUP to create a future canopy that will provide visual amenity and shade people
walking and cycling during the increasing number of hot summer days.

+ Maximise amenity for people walking and cycling. Add benches, art, water bubblers, wayfinding and bike
racks.

Bicycle NSW looks forward to working with the project team to provide more feedback and advice as the designs
evolve.

Many kind regards,

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

blc},’vglﬁ Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 1, Tower 1, 201 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000
M: 0431 961 520 W: bicyclensw.org.au
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