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Bathurst Region Active Transport Strategy (BRATS) 
 

 

Dear Bathurst Regional Council, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Bathurst’s new Active Transport Strategy (BRATS) 

and associated road design policies. 

 

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle 

User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support 

improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, 

low-carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure 

design. 

 

Bicycle NSW is supportive of Bathurst Regional Council’s work to improve the vitality of streets and 

centres, reduce car use and improve the general health of the community, making “walking and 

riding the preferred mode of transport for short trips and a more viable option for longer trips within 

the Bathurst Region”. 

 

Bathurst is an attractive city with wide tree-lined streets and relatively short trip distances. There is a huge 

opportunity to provide the growing population with sustainable transport options and maintain quality of life 

as the city expands. Safe, direct, accessible and attractive active transport links are essential for liveable and 

healthy communities. They ‘roll out the green carpet’ for people walking and cycling, and ensure that 

residents of all ages can get around and connect to public transport without using a car.  

 

The Bathurst Region Active Transport Strategy will assist council in addressing gaps in the walking and 

cycling networks.  

 

Bicycle NSW has developed a checklist for cycling strategies and we have used V.01 to assess the draft 

Strategy. Items which we consider important are listed under several topics. The completed checklist is 

attached. There are remarks in the table that specifically relate to the draft BRATS, as well as generic 

commentary under most topics. 

 

Many omissions and recommendations are noted in the checklist. We ask council to refer to this when 

finalising the BRATS. 

 

There are some notable highlights in the documents: 

 

• We strongly support the proposal to commence a speed limit review in the CBD with the aim of 

reducing the speed limit of those roads servicing the E2 Commercial Core Zone to 30 km/h.  

https://bicyclensw.org.au/
mailto:council@bathurst.nsw.gov.au
https://yoursay.bathurst.nsw.gov.au/73527/widgets/469255/documents/332123
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/260921-Active-Transport-Strategy-checklist-Bathurst.pdf


P  2/5 
 

(02) 9704 0800  |  info@bicyclensw.org.au  |  www.bicyclensw.org.au 

Gadigal Country, Level 1, Tower 1, 201 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000 

ABN 26 511 801 801 

This is a very ambitious move that will have far-reaching and positive impacts on the amenity and safety of 

CBD streets. Despite the clear scientific evidence in support of 30 km/h speed limits in place where people 

work, walk, shop and play, proposals to change speed limits attract community pushback. I would encourage 

Bathurst Regional Council hold firm on this crucial step to making safer, calmer, more walkable streets. 

 
• The focus on CBD pedestrian upgrades is excellent. Upgraded footpath amenity and multiple new 

raised crossings are proposed. 

 

Although it is disappointing that CBD cycleways have been placed at the bottom of the priority list, BRATS 

sets out sensible steps towards preparing the city for separated cycleways in the future.  

Please ensure that the new crossings and kerb extensions are designed to accommodate the future 

separated cycleways, and that any raised crossing that will form part of the future bike network is constructed 

as a 'priority path' crossings. 

 
• Transport for NSW’s best-practice Design of Roads and Streets (DORAS) manual is front and 

centre of the strategy with a clear commitment to harmonise the active transport provision in Bathurst to 

DORAS.  

 

DORAS provides an excellent starting point for aligning infrastructure for all modes of transport with the 

Movement and Place framework. High-quality designs will assist Council in winning grant funding from Get 

NSW Active and other programs. 

 
• A clear appraisal and multi-criteria assessment process was used to determine a list of key projects that 

Council will prioritise for funding and delivery. 

 

Although Bicycle NSW does not know enough about Bathurst’s opportunities and constraints to comment on 

the results, we are impressed by the prioritisation framework used to develop the ‘Filtered Options’. 

 
However, we also have concerns about BRATS. For example: 

 

­ It is not a community-facing document. It is far too long and complex. 

­ The recommendations and maps are repeated many times using slightly different formats, creating 

confusion. 

­ The research and analysis should be in an appendix, with a summary of findings in BRATS, ideally in 

the form of infographics. 

­ There are very few graphics or images to clarify the vision, no photos to show how people of all ages 

enjoy using active transport and no inspiring pictures to demonstrate how active transport infrastructure 

makes better cities. 

­ There is no mention of the Transport for NSW Road User Space Allocation Policy. 

­ The consultants have made recommendations. It is not clear how these will translate into an action plan 

to guide Council’s work over the next few years. 

 

Many further omissions are shown in the Bicycle NSW checklist. 

 
 

 

https://bicyclensw.org.au/bikes-and-pedestrian-crossings/
https://bicyclensw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/260921-Active-Transport-Strategy-checklist-Bathurst.pdf
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A few final comments on the cross sections in Appendix B and designs in Appendix C: 

 

An incredible amount of work has been undertaken to develop options for the infrastructure. An active 

transport strategy does not usually have this level of detail! It would be wise to clarify to community that 

these are concepts and will be refined in future consultation. 

 

We hope Council will feel confident about implementing some separated paths soon. The cross sections 

show that the loss of parking could be very minimal.  

 

Many of the CBD roads are 22m wide, with plenty of space to reconfigure the street. We would be surprised 

if angled parking could not be retained on both sides. 

 

 

 
On streets with a 14-14.5m width, car parking can easily be retained on both sides with an on-road 

separated bicycle path. This can be achieved with 12.8m kerb-to-kerb, a simpler and cheaper solution than 

building off-road separated paths. 
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Some of the Quietways are shown in very wide streets. It will be critical to add traffic calming and filtering to 

ensure that drivers stay below 30km/h. Trees could be planted between the cars in the parking lane would 

be great, creating shade and amenity as well as encouraging slow driving. 

 

 

 
Bicycle NSW can provide detailed comments after a site visit to better understand the geographic constraints 

and opportunities of each route.  

 
Please note that Bathurst Regional Council has not yet joined the Bicycle NSW Council Membership 

Program. Because of this, we have had to keep this feedback brief. Council Members receive additional 

support for Bicycle NSW to develop strategies and deliver active transport projects and programs. 

 

Membership fees are very cost-effective way and we encourage all NSW councils to get involved. Bicycle 

NSW CEO Peter McLean is available on 0416 227 158 to discuss the program with you and your colleagues. 

 

 

https://bicyclensw.org.au/bicycle-nsw-local-council-memberships/
https://bicyclensw.org.au/bicycle-nsw-local-council-memberships/
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We look forward to exploring the new and existing path network in and around Bathurst in the near future! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Sarah Bickford      Peter McLean 

 

Bike Planner      Chief Executive Officer 

Bicycle NSW      Bicycle NSW 

 

 


