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Dear Western Harbour Tunnel project team,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the WHT PDLP (Part 3) – Cammeray Parklands.

Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for fifty years, with 37 affiliated local Bicycle User
Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities
for pedestrians and cyclists. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-carbon form of travel that is
quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct infrastructure design.   

Bicycle NSW welcomes the creation of parklands on the highly degraded construction site adjacent to the Warringah
Freeway. We strongly support the walking and cycling path that will run along the freeway edge and across the
centre of the park to connect with the existing shared path on the edge of the golf course. 

However, we have concerns about the plans. We ask the project team to respond to the following comments and
recommendations:

Lack of clarity on the big picture

Several overlapping projects in the area are being delivered by the WHT, WFU and North Sydney Council.
Consultation has been piecemeal. The plans presented at different stages of the various projects have missed key
elements. For example, the shared path up to the intersection of Miller Street and Amherst Street appeared on early
WHT plans but not the WFU plans. We are pleased it has now been built, reinstating (more or less) a popular
commuting route that was closed in 2021. But why was there no opportunity to provide feedback on this link? Surely
the entire pathway should be clearly shown on the parklands PDLP?

Recommendation:

Provide the community with clear plans showing an overall view of the WHT and WFU projects, and the active
transport connections across the wider area. 
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Overall loss of public open space and connectivity

The active transport paths in the Cammeray Parklands replace what already existed. They do not add to the overall
network. This is also the case with the eye-wateringly expensive Ridge Street, Falcon Street and Ernest Street active
transport bridges. Commuting bike riders have lost direct cycling access along the freeway to High Street, and must
now use a much hillier route. 

The removal of the Falcon Street underpass has completely severed north-south movement for people on bikes and
on foot along the east side of the freeway. There is no way to cross Falcon Street at Merlin Street without a significant
detour. It is very difficult for people walking from the area marked with an orange circle to reach Ernest St and the
entrance to the Cammeray Parklands. This has been a particularly egregious misstep for the WFU project.

Of course, there is also a significant loss of public open space, especially given the original golf course was open to
the public for walking and cycling.

Recommendations:

Please be honest in public communications that the WHT and WFU projects have not improved active transport
connectivity or added new routes. The bridges and links, and the cost of constructing them, should not be included in
any reporting for the strategic cycleway corridors or local routes.
Develop a plan to address the severed connection across Falcon Street on the east side of the freeway. This could
involve reinstating an underpass, or adding an at-grade crossing.

Path design and gradients

There is no information in the PDLP about the path width, the curvature, the line markings, or how pedestrians will be
separated from fast-moving commuting cyclists on the steep sections. 

The artist's impressions generally ignore the topographical challenges. This is dishonest. Although the new walking
and cycling route from the Miller Street and Amherst Street intersection will mitigate the worst of the steep hill that
currently faces bike riders using the path along the golf course edge from the bottom of Amherst, the gradient of
the hill up to Ernest St is estimated to be 8% by the project team. Conflict would be reduced if faster riders could
transfer onto the access road before climbing up to Ernest Street.  

Recommendations:

Collaborate with the bicycle users groups during the detailed design phases to refine the widths, gradients and
curvature and other details.
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Consider line marking to separate people walking and cycling.
Carefully design the area marked with an orange circle to create an inviting connection from the shared path to the
access road (which will have very little traffic) so bike riders can easily use the road. This will reduce conflict on the
steep shared path, and provide a more direct link to the signalised crossing of Ernest Street.

Shade

The artist's impressinons are heavily green-washed. The site is currently barren and the new park will lack natural
shade for many years.

Recommendation:

Provide shade structures over seating areas. These can be removed in the future when the trees mature. Please also
shade the bike parking area. 

Toilets

We do not agree with North Sydney Council's stance that no toilets should be provided. This is not acceptable. No
one would expect to go to an Australian park and not find toilets - particularly when a hot, steep climb is required to
find a bathroom. The accessibility of the park will be limited for the youngest and eldest in the community.

Recommendation:

Include a public amenities building in the scope of work.  

Consultation with bicycle user groups

Despite regular North Place Active Transport Forums, Bicycle NSW and Bike North were kept in the dark about the
active transport links in and around the Cammeray Parklands. The project team has missed opportunities to benefit
from our expertise as users of path infrastructure.

Recommendations:

Organise a site tour of the work already completed for the North Place stakeholders, and schedule further site visits
as the park is constructed.
Provide regular opportunities at the North Place Active Transport Forum for bicycle user groups to review the design
of the Cammeray Parklands and the active transport links.
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Bicycle NSW aligns with the comments made by Bike North in its submission. Bike North members have advocated
for better infrastructure in northern Sydney for three decades, and we are very grateful for their dedication to making
the area safer and more attractive for cycling.

Please do not hesitate to contact Bicycle NSW if we can assist further at this stage.

Many kind regards,

 
Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner

Bicycle NSW

Gadigal Country
Level 1, Tower 1, 201 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000 
M: 0431 961 520  W: bicyclensw.org.au
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